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SERMON FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 


(LENTEN SERMONS, NO. VII.) 


“Tt is consummated.”—John xix. 30. 


The holy sacrifice of the Mass, which, during this holy season 
of Lent, we have considered as the only perfect sacrifice of the new 
law, is the perpetual renewal of the bloody sacrifice of Jesus upon 
the cross, upon which we will meditate to-day. Jesus Christ Him- 
self was the high priest of this tremendous sacrifice, for He, the 
only begotten Son of God, offered Himself up of His own free will 
to the heavenly Father; He Himself was the oblation, because He 
let Himself be put to death for the sins of men like a true Paschal 
lamb, to propitiate the wrath of the heavenly Father for the sins of 
men, as foretold of Him by the Prophet Isaias: “ He was offered 
because it was his own will, and was reputed with the wicked, and 
he hath borne the sins of many.” (Is. liti. 7,12.) And as the Apos- 
tle Paul says: “ Him, that knew no sin, for us he hath made 
sin, that we might be made the justice of God in him.” (II. 
Cor. v. 21.) So, then, after those last words which the dying Re- 
deemer spoke upon the cross, “ It is consummated,” this great work 
was accomplished, which could only take place through the coopera- 
tion of the justice and mercy of God, as the Psalmist so beautifully 
expresses it: “ Mercy and truth have met each other; justice and 


peace have kissed.” (Ps. Ixxxiv. 11.) Let us consider to-day the 


sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross: 
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I. As a sacrifice of divine justice. 

II. As a sacrifice of divine mercy. 

I. The revolt of mankind against God created such a chasm 
between God and man that a reunion was not to be thought of; God 
was so greatly offended and angered by man’s disobedience and 
revolt that it seemed impossible to expect forgiveness and atone- 
ment. If a reunion was to be made possible, then, first of all, that 
chasm must be bridged over; if we could conceive of an atonement 
and forgiveness on the part of God, then such satisfaction must be 
made for mankind as would appear all-sufficient in the eyes of the 
eternal God. This was only possible if God Himself should make 
satisfaction, for God alone can make atonement to the offended God. 
Therefore, the only begotten Son of God, Jesus Christ, offered 
Himself as a sacrifice of expiation to the divine justice, and so that 
His sacrifice should be valid for us He took upon Himself our human 
nature. As true God He could make an infinitely worthy satis- 
faction, and as true man He could apply to us men the full value 
of His satisfaction. 

Come, my soul, and let us contemplate the Lamb of God, the only 
begotten Son of God, laden with the sins of mankind, Himself 
innocent and sinless, but appearing as culprit before the offended 
Father. What does the justice of God require of Him? Who can de- 
scribe all the sorrows and sufferings of body and soul which the 
Father permitted to overwhelm the Son? He was delivered up to His 
bitterest enemies, and they exercised their malice upon Him, and 
heaped upon Him every conceivable suffering, ignominy, and ill- 
treatment. (Matt. xxvi.; Mark xiv.; John xviii. 19; Luke xxiii.) 
Betrayed by one of His own disciples, denied by the faithful Peter, 
forsaken by all His disciples, He was condemned to the most dis- 
graceful death, and nailed to the cross between two thieves. The 
only begotten Son of God hangs there between heaven and earth, 
His whole body wounded and bruised, His blood streaming from 
the gaping wounds made by the nails in His hands and feet, mocked 
at and derided by the gazing multitude, calumniated by those whom 
He taught so lovingly, to whom He showed so many kindnesses. 
He suffers such agony, and feels Himself so forsaken and disconso- 
late, that He cries aloud: ““ My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” Behold, is this the well-beloved Son in whom 
the Father was well pleased, whom He now permits to suffer such 
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misery, such distress? Yes, indeed ; it is the same well-beloved Son, 
but this well-beloved Son has taken upon Himself the sins of men, 
and infinite justice, whose sacrifice He has become of His own 
free will, requires with inexorable severity complete expiation of the 
guilt, full satisfaction. This awful justice will not be propitiated 
until the spotless Paschal lamb is slaughtered, not until the be- 
'oved Son has shed the very last drop of His blood, and, dying, cries 
out: “it is consummated.” Yes, now is accomplished the great 
work of Redemption and of man’s deliverance; now is the most 
complete satisfaction accomplished ; now the severe justice of God is 
appeased ; now are the chains burst asunder which held the entire 
human race in bondage; now the gates of heaven are opened again. 
The Son of God has sacrificed Himself ; men have again become the 
children of God; the debt is paid; the punishment is remitted. 

O my brethren, how must sin appear to the eyes of God, to require 
such a sacrifice! Truly it must then be “a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” (Heb. x. 31.) Holy Writ teaches us, 
that “if God spared not the angels that sinned: but delivered them, 
drawn down by infernal ropes to the lower hell, unto torments, to be 
reserved unto judgment ”’ (II. Peter ii. 4), how would the justice of 
God have visited us and punished us, for it “ spared not even his own 
Son” (Rom. viii. 32), who took upon Himself our sins! 

Who is not overwhelmed with fear and anxiety by the considera- 
tion of these truths, of the inexorable severity, of the infinite justice 
of God? Who would not wish to curse sin under the cross of the dying 
Redeemer, and to swear an undying hatred to everything sinful, and 
to all things which lead to sin? Who would hesitate for a moment, 
if burdened with a grievous sin, to partake of the graces of redemp- 
tion through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon the cross by a sincere 
confession and repentance? Let us to-day, my dear brethren, unite 
the most sincere repentance for our sins with the most fervent grati- 
tude to our Redeemer, that He has offered Himself as a sacrifice 
of justice, and let us acknowledge and confess that if Christ had not 
died for us upon the cross we should have been delivered over for 
all eternity to the wrath and chastisements of the just God. 

IT. What was it then that could have moved the only begotten 
Son of God to give Himself as a sacrifice of expiation for mankind? 
What could have induced Him to take our guilt upon Himself? 
Certainly it was not for his own advantage; His glory and majesty 
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were not increased. Did we, perhaps, ever do anything to 
merit that the Son of God should take pity upon us? Oh, no; nothing 
of the kind. What could have moved the heavenly Father to accept 
the sacrifice offered by His only begotten Son, to permit such misery 
and punishment to overwhelm His beloved Son, and what caused 
Him to accept the satisfaction of His Son as sufficient for us? Ah, 
dear brethren, we can find no other motive on the part of the Father, 
or on that of the Son, than the boundless mercy of God, as the 
Apostle Paul teaches us: “ Not by the works of justice which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he saved us.” (Titus iii. 5.) 
And we must therefore, with the Apostle Peter, cry out with grate- 
ful hearts: “ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ who, according to His great mercy, hath regenerated us unto 
a lively hope.” (1. Peter i. 3.) Jesus Christ therefore has become 
for our sakes the sacrifice of mercy. He loved us, and “ gave him- 
self for our sins.” (Gal. i. 4.) Jesus Christ loved us, and therefore 
He could not see us go to perdition in our sins; He loved us, and 
therefore He could not behold His heavenly Father angry with us; 
He loved us, therefore He could not behold us deprived of the 
blessedness of heaven; He loved us, therefore He could not behold us 
children of the devil, that we should remain the victims of God's 
wrath; He loved us, therefore He humbled Himself, that thereby 
we might be exalted as the children of God; He loved us, therefore 
He died for us, so that we might receive eternal life and not die 
an everlasting death; He loved us, therefore He allowed Himself 
to be bound and fastened to the cross, that we might be liberated 
from the chains of sin. 

Now we can understand, my brethren, why He prayed so fer- 
vently to His Father upon the cross: “ Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” (Luke xxiii. 34.) His infinite love 
for us brought forth this prayer. Now we can understand His 
burning thirst (John xix. 28), for this exterior thirst was only a 
sign of His infinitely greater thirst, of the insatiable longing for 
our salvation, for the saving of our souls. Now we can understand 
the infinite value of this present which He gave to us from the cross, 
when He assigned His beloved Mother to His favorite disciple, and 
in him to us all; we were confided and recommended to her motherly 
love and intercession. Now we can understand why He so readily 
forgave the penitent thief who was crucified with Him, and promised 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 395 
him: “ This day thou shalt be with me in paradise.” (Luke xxiii. 
43.) It is His mercy, His boundless love for sinners, which causes 
Him to forget His own sufferings, if He can only make them happy. 
Behold, dear brethren, thus has Christ upon the cross become the 
most perfect sacrifice of justice, and the most touching sacrifice of 
mercy. Now we understand the salutation which we so often hear at 
this time: “ O crux, ave, spes unica!” “ Hail, cross, our only hope! ” 
Now it is explained to us how the cross, which meant shame to the 
heathens and a scandal to the Jews, has gained such distinction 
that the highest dignitaries of Church and worldly power are proud 
to adorn their breasts with it; that the cross adorns the crowns and 
castles of kings and princes. Now we understand why the devil 
so fears the cross, and that with this sign man can parry the assaults 
of satan as he can drive away a vicious dog witha stick. The 
cross is the throne of grace; it has become the throne of God’s mercy ; 
therefore this sign has become so glorious, for this reason it is 
the fear of the evil spirits, it is the consolation and the joy of all 
pious persons. Wherever Christians dwell, the cross, which is the 
pledge of the remembrance of the justice and mercy of God, is the 
principal decoration of man’s habitations; it adorns churches and 
chapels. The cross is the throne of the mercy and justice of God; it 
is therefore the dearest and most consoling article which we can place 
in the hand of the dying, those called to appear before the judg- 
ment seat of divine justice, when there is no other consolation, no 
other hope than in the boundless mercy of God. The cross is the 
throne of the mercy and justice of God; for this reason it is the 
most beautiful, the only worthy ornament of the Christian’s 
last resting-place, for in the confidence of God’s mercy the bodies 
of the departed lie awaiting the resurrection at the last day, to be 
reunited with their immortal souls, and then to enter into the glory 
of heaven, which was merited for us by the Crucified One, by His 
sacrifice of justice and mercy. 

Oh, my brethren, let us therefore venerate the holy cross. It 
is indeed the mark of honor of a true Christian. Woe unto those 
Christians who are ashamed of the cross! It is our weapon in the 
conflict with satan and every evil; woe unto those Christians who do 
not make use of the cross as a weapon; they will not gain the victory. 
The cross is our teacher; woe to those Christians who do not know 
how to learn from it. O let us honor the cross during our lives, 
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that at the hour of our death, when it is put into our hands and 
pressed to our lips, it may not cause us fear, but that it may be 
our consolation and the pledge of propitiation of God’s justice, and 
of His mercy obtained. Amen. 


EASTER. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0O.P. 
* He is risen.”—Mark xvi. 6. 


What Christian does not rejoice with the Church to-day, and sing 
joyfully: “ This is the day which the Lord hath made: let us be 
glad, and rejoice therein’ ? (Ps. cxvii. 24.) Jesus, our blessed Re- 
deemer, who breathed His last, and gave up His life amidst the 
most terrible sufferings, broke the bonds of death, and, true 
to His oft-repeated promise, He arose gloriously from the grave 
upon the third day. ‘“ You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was cru- 
cified: he is risen, he is not here.” The great work of our redemp- 
tion is now accomplished, the debt of sin is paid, hell is over- 
powered, man is reconciled to God, and the gates of heaven are 
opened tous. Therefore, we say exultantly with the Church: “ This 
is the day which the Lord hath made!” Let us take these words 
to-day as the object of our consideration! 

Although all the days of the year are the Lord’s days because He 
made them, still we can say preferably of to-day: “ This is the day 
which the Lord hath made.” So as to give you a proof of this I 
ask: What makes the day? Nothing else but the light of the sun. 
As soon as the sun rises in the early morning it disperses the dark- 
ness of night, and it becomes gradually clearer and brighter the 
higher the sun rises in the heavens. This day which the Church 
celebrates with jubilation does not obtain its light and brilliancy 
from the sun which shines in the heavens, but from Jesus Christ, 
who is the sun of justice. We may say of this day what St. John 
writes of the heavenly city of Jerusalem: “ The city hath no need of 
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the sun nor of the moon; for the glory of God hath enlightened it ; 
and the Lamb is the lamp thereof.” (Apoc. xxi. 23.) This sun 
went down on Good Friday; Christ was dead and laid in the tomb; 
in the early dawn of Easter morn this sun rose again behind the hill 
of Calvary, and spread its light farther and farther, and refreshed 
and rejoiced millions upon millions with its gracious rays; Jesus 
Christ is again risen from the grave, to die no more, “ death shall no 
more have dominion over him.” (Rom. vi. 9.) 

But, dear Christians, Christ not only broke the bonds of death, 
and came forth living from the tomb, He has also redeemed the whole 
human race from the bonds of sin, of death and of hell, wherein they 
lay helplessly imprisoned since the fall of Adam. He has given 
health and life to our souls again, which we had lost through sin, 
and which we could never have regained of our own strength. 
Therefore, the prophet Isaias says of Him: “ Surely he hath borne 
our infirmities, and carried our sorrows: and we have thought him 
as it were a leper, and as one struck by God and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our iniquities, he was bruised for our sins, the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him, and by his bruises we are 
healed.” (Is. liii. 4.) I can make the truth of this clearer to you by 
a parable. Suppose that a man, walking in an orchard, invited by 
the loveliness of the fruit which looked so tempting, plucked an un- 
ripe apple, ate it, and perhaps afterwards took a drink of water. All 
at once he feels sick and becomes feverish. The doctor being sent 
for, examines the patient, considers his condition rather serious, 
aad prescribes heroic remedies to drive the poisons out of his system. 
This was our condition, my dear Christians. Eve saw a 
tree in Paradise, the fruit of which delighted her, and 
“she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave to her 
husband, who did eat.” (Gen. iii. 6.) The enjoyment of this fruit 
plunged them and the entire human race into a mortal sickness. 
The heavenly physician of souls came, gave them a severe reprimand, 
forbade them all those pleasures which they might have enjoyed in 
Paradise, and prescribed heroic remedies for them by saying to 
Adam: “Thou shalt eat thy bread in the sweat of thy brow, until 
thou shalt return again to the earth from which thou wast taken; ” 
and to Eve: “In sorrow shalt thou bring forth thy children, and 
thou shalt be under thy husband’s power, and he shall have dominion 
over thee.” Notwithstanding everything that Adam and Eve and 
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all their descendants strove to do, to make satisfaction to the will of 
God, they were not able to cure the illness into which they had fallen 
through sin; they could not liberate themselves from sin, they could 
not recover the true life of the soul which they had lost by sin. For 
this reason the pious people of the old law cried out unceasingly: 
“© Lord, have mercy on us, for we have waited for thee!” (Is. 
xxxiii. 2.) In the fulness of time their prayer was heard; God sent 
His only begotten Son, not to judge the world, but that the world 
might be saved through Him, and He came as a heavenly physician, 
to cure us of all our ills and afflictions, to make our souls healthy 
again, and to give them true life; in a word, He came to seek and to 
redeem that which was lost. And who does not know what Ie 
suffered to accomplish the great work of our redemption? Holy 
week, in*°which we were reminded of this, has just passed away, and 
the remembrance of the passion of Jesus must be so fresh in your 
minds that it is unnecessary for me to describe it to you. If you 
reflect upon the words of St. Peter: “ Knowing that you were not 
redeemed with corruptible things as gold or silver, but with the 
precious blood of Christ” (I. Peter i. 18), you will understand that 
to-day, when we celebrate the victory of Jesus over sin, death and 
hell, we have every reason to cry out joyfully: “This is the day 
which the Lord hath made; let us be glad and rejoice therein.” 

Dear Christians! To-day brings us glad tidings, too. When the 
patriarch Jacob was informed that his beloved son Joseph, whose 
death he had mourned for many long years, was living, and was 
the ruler over Egypt, “he awaked, as it were, out of a deep sleep; 
his spirit revived,” and he cried out joyfully, “It is enough for me 
if Joseph, my son, be yet living: I will go and see him before I die.” 
(Gen. xlv. 26.) To-day an angel brings another glad message. 
“Christ is risen.” Oh, may this message have the same effect upon us 
as the news that his son lived had upon the patriarch Jacob. May 
we arise from the sleep of sin! The servants of God have called to 
us long enough: “ The night is passed, the day has dawned; lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light! Arise, 
you who sleep, and Christ will enlighten you!” O may we then 
listen to this voice! May our spirit be revived! Let us, after 
receiving the holy Paschal Communion, begin to lead a new life, to 
avoid sin, and to keep the commandments of God, that we may 
partake of the blessed fruits of the resurrection of Jesus. Amen. 
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EASTER. 
SERMON. 
PASCHAL JOYS. 


“You seek Jesus who was crucified; he is not here; he is risen.” 
—Matt. xxviii. 6. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord! This is the day which the Lord has 
made, let us rejoice and triumph with Him. The Church meets us 
to-day with this joyful announcement, adorned as a bride. The 
dawn of day has brought us a beautiful, a great day of rejoicing. 
As we came to the sepulchre with the holy women, the angels 
greeted us with this joyful message: “ You seek Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified: he is risen, he is not here.” This is the joyful 
message from heaven which resounds loudly and joyfully from 
north to south, to the uttermost ends of the earth. How this glad 
message should resound in songs of triumph and flood the heart 
with joy unspeakable. The heavens behold Him, the glorious risen 
One, and the sky covers itself with the loveliest azure ; the sun in the 
firmament beholds Him, and it shines with the brightest, most per- 
fect light, the favored earth and its inhabitants behold the glory 
of the risen Saviour, and they too rejoice. The whole world to-day 
joins in that glorious hymn of praise of St. Ambrose, “ Almighty 
God, we praise Thee; O Lord, we praise Thy works; for this is the 
day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and triumph with Him.” 
We shall hear to-day: 


I. Why this day is such a joyful one. 


II.. How we ought to give the right expression to our jubilation 
united to the words of the Gospel of the feast which says: “ You 
seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified: He is risen, He is not 
here.” 

May the risen Saviour bless our meditation. 


I. 1. Beloved brethren, if you wish to know the true reason of our 
Easter joy, let us look back to the last days of Holy Week and repre- 
sent to ourselves in a vivid manner what happened to Jesus of 
Nazareth in those days at Jerusalem. All these events are fresh in 
our memory ; we were, during Lent, led by the words of the preacher 
to follow our Saviour in His passion. We beheld Him trodden 
upon like a worm; we saw Him drag His rack to the place of execu- 
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tion; we heard the dull strokes of the hammer which fastened His 
hands and feet to the cross; we saw the cross lifted up with its 
precious burden; briefly, we were witnesses in spirit of the awful 
agonizing death of our Saviour, of whom even Pilate said: “ What 
shall I do with Jesus, who is called the just man?” To her just and 
deep sorrow the Church wishes to give expression by exterior signs of 
mourning ; therefore the house of God, and the sanctuary within it, 
the Altar, were surrounded with a deathlike stillness, the tones of the 
organ and the sound of the bell were silenced, the bare cross alone 
attracted to itself every eye, and filled our hearts with sadness. But, 
dear brethren, our mourning is now turned into joy. The seal of the 
grave is broken; He who reposed therein is living; He whom we saw 
die upon the wood of the cross, as the outcast of mankind, He has pro- 
claimed His divine dignity; neither seal, nor grave, nor stone, nor 
lock could withstand Him; He is risen! Just as the newly awakened 
life in the Spring unfolds itself in a thousand buds and blossoms, 
touching our hearts powerfully, in like manner does every Christian 
soul feel itself strangely moved and touched when on Easter morn- 
ing we hear the Easter bells ringing out to the cottage as to the 
palace the glad tidings which the angel brought from heaven: “ He 
is risen, He is not here! Alleluia, Jesus lives!” 

2. Jesus lives! At this announcement the earth rejoices, and it 
opens the grave of Him whose death upon Golgotha caused it to 
shiver and tremble at its base; Jesus lives! At this message heaven 
is joyfully agitated, and sends one of its angels to break the seal 
which the hatred of his enemies had placed upon their victim even 
after His death, to roll away the heavy stone and announce to the 
holy women: “ You seek Jesus of Nazareth: he is risen, he is not 
here.” Resurrexit sicut dixit. What joy for the poor 
disciples, who had fled in all directions when He was made 
a prisoner! Jesus lives! What glad tidings for us, beloved 
brethren; what joy and delight for us who are_ baptized 
in the name of Jesus, who believe in the teaching of Jesus; for 
us, who may live in the blessed hope that we too may one day 
rise again to a better life! When the Man of Sorrows, His struggle 
and His sufferings ended, cried out to the world with a loud voice 
those mighty words, “It is consummated,’ when He bowed His 
head and gave up the ghost, the sun was obscured; it did 
not want to behold that dreadful spectacle; the earth was shaken 
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mightily, its graves opened, and the dead arose. To-day, 
however, one grave is opened, and from it has arisen a sun which 
will never be obscured, which will never set, a sun which, like unto 
the sun of springtime, creates new life. This new sun is the Cruci- 
fied One, the Son of God, God Himself, blessed for all eternity. He 
it is in whom the words of the Apostle are fulfilled: “ Because he 
humbled himself and was obedient even unto death upon the cross, 
therefore has God exalted him, and given him a name which is 
above all other names.” 

3. When the star of Jacob arose, when the Word was made flesh, 
the kingdom of falsehood and darkness was doomed to defeat. 
Already the cradle song, which the angels sang to the incarnate 
Saviour, ‘ Glory to God in the highest!” was a solemn hymn of 
praise which announced in advance the glory of this day. The Gloria 
in Excelsis of that most beloved night is supplemented in glorious 
manner by the glad tidings of the heavenly messenger on Easter 
morn, who said: “ You seek Jesus of Nazareth: he is risen, he is not 
here.” But the truth which the Son of God brought from heaven, 
His divine teaching, was not to be proclaimed without a struggle ; the 
light illuminated the darkness, but the darkness could not compre- 
hend. The only begotten Son of the Father was calumniated as the 
poor Son of the carpenter, the Messiah sent from heaven was 
mocked as the Galilean, His words of charity were branded as the 


work of hell. When He said that He had come to found a kingdom » 


which was not of this world, He was denounced as a seducer of the 
people, and an enemy of Czesar. Thus, my brethren, falsehood strug- 
gled against truth, and it seemed as if His enemies were really trium- 
phant in victory when Jesus hung bleeding upon the cross. His ene- 
mies appeared sure of victory, when they said to the crucified Saviour 
in derision, “‘ [f thou art Christ, descend from the cross. Thou didst 
help others, now help thyself,” and He made no reply to these words, 
but bowed His head and died. And still more, He was laid in a 
grave like an ordinary mortal, the grave itself being guarded and 
sealed. 

Now, according to human calculations, everything was over 
and at an end; the world seemed to conquer. Whence, dear 
brethren, should that mustard seed which this incarnate God now 
lying in the grave had thus planted obtain its strength 
to grow and expand into a great tree whose fruit should bless all 
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the races of the earth? Whence should the timid disciples have ob- 
tained the courage to proclaim to the world that this Crucified One 
is the true God, and to preach His Gospel to every creature? Trem- 
ble not, little band of disciples, for the miracle has already taken 
place! The earth is jubilant with joy, heaven sends forth its 
messengers, the grave is empty, the hero is awakened, the Saviour 
is risen! Because He arose from the grave through His own al- 
mighty power, because He has built up again the temple of His 
body in three days, He has proven the glory of His divinity and 
placed the seal of completeness upon the work of redemption. If 
Christ had not risen again, says the Apostle, our faith would be 
vain! On Good Friday, when the earth trembled and the rocks 
were split open, we struck our breasts with the centurion and said, 
“ Verily, "He was the Son of God,” we may therefore all the more 
cry out joyfully beside the empty grave on Easter morning, “ He 
that is risen is the Son of God, He is the Messiah, He is the lamb 
of God that takes away the sins of the world.” Is this not the day 
that the Lord has made? Should we not rejoice in Him and be 
glad? Let the chords of the organ peal forth in sweetest harmony, 
let the bells ring out in thrilling tones, let the song of triumph 
resound, The Saviour is risen! Alleluia, Jesus lives. Neither seal nor 
grave, stone nor rock, could withstand Him. ‘“ You seek Jesus of 
Nazareth: he is risen, he is not here.” 

II. 1. We have heard that we have every reason to rejoice from 
the bottom of our hearts on this ever memorable day, and to ap- 
proach our risen Redeemer with joyous Alleluias. But this is not 
all, we must be active also, and make a practical use of to-day’s 
celebration. Christ died for us, and He has given us an example 
that we should tread in His footsteps. As Christ is risen, so shail 
we arise and enter upon a new life. I call upon you, therefore, 
Christian parents, in the words of the Apostle: “ Arise, and walk in 
the way in which thou shouldst go.” You promised one another 
before God’s holy altar mutual fidelity and help, that you would 
bear one another’s burdens in peace, and that you would bring up 
your children in the fear of the Lord. How have you kept this 
promise? Is the throne of harmony erected in your home, and 
dispense her blessings upon you? Are you a good father and mother 
to your children, do you feed the flock confided to you in green pas- 
tures, and do you lead them, as a good shepherd should, to the source 
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of living waters? Or are you, fathers, bad examples to your sons, 
and you, mothers, unnatural mothers to your daughters? ~ Arise 
from your spiritual death, fortify anew the throne of peace, ap- 
proach the Altar of God and renew your conjugal vows. Bring up 
your children as good Catholic parents should do, assist the teachers 
and those who have charge of their spiritual welfare in this difficult 
task, then, and then only, will you have a happy Easter ; then Easter 
joys and Easter blessings will gladden you and your family. 

2. Christian sons, Christian daughters, arise from the grave! 
We grown-up people, who have no longer the good fortune of seeing 
father and mother with us; we who can now only kneel at their 
graves and speak to them in spirit, how we envy you, 
dear, happy children, especially on this day, when it is such a 
joy to celebrate Easter in the family circle. And now, I ask 
you, beloved sons and daughters, whether you know how to appre- 
ciate this great happiness of possessing your father and mother, or 
whether you, O frivolous son, grieve your good father by your 
sinful ways, and by your extravagance ; and you, proud daughter, do 
you cause your mother to shed tears at your behavior, and at your 
disobedience? Well, then, to-day arise from the grave of sin and 
give your good parents an Easter joy by making the firm resolu- 
tion of walking in that path which will bring you blessings in this 
life and in the life to come. The risen Saviour is the friend of 
children, He will extend His hands in blessing over you to-day, 
you will live long, and everything will be well with you upon earth. 

3. Well may we apply to ourselves the words of the Apostle: 
“ Man who is of the earth, is earthly.” Now, if we have been in 
the past slaves of the flesh, and if our thoughts and actions were 
earthly, this is Easter; let us throw out the old leaven so that we 
may become a new dough. Then the words of the Apostle will come 
true: “If thou art risen with Christ, seek ye therefore the things 
that are above, not that which is upon earth.” But in reality, to seek 
and to find that which is above, we must not only arise from the 
grave of sin, cleanse our hearts from every sin, but we must purify 
them from the old leaven. When Christ arose from the grave He 
left the burying sheets behind; so should we at our spiritual resur- 
rection leave in the graves the fetters of our old habits; we must 
break with the old life and walk in a new one; we must put off the 
old man and put on the new man, which is created in holiness and 
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justice. And so it must be with thee, O sensual man; let me say also 
of you, he is risen, he is not here, no longer there where he has so 
often sinned. We must be able to say: “ He is risen, the miser, he 
lingers no more with his treasures, which the rust and moth will eat 
away; he no longer kneels at the altar of Mammon; he has become 
the father of the poor.’ He is risen, must be said of the drunkard, 
the gambler, he is not here, behold the place is empty where formerly 
he sat till far into the night playing and drinking, whilst his poor wife 
and hungry children suffered want at home. And this is what ought 
and must be said of all sinners: they are risen, they are not 
here, the grave of sin is empty, they are leading a new life. O then 
indeed we shall all spend a blessed and happy Easter, a day of glad- 
ness, a day which the Lord has made. 


PERORATION. 


Ill. 1. Christ is raised from the dead to die no more. He is 
exalted high above principalities and powers and majesties, and He 
sits at the right hand of the Father. His words, spoken to the 
disciples of Emmaus, are true: “ Ought not Christ to have suffered 
these things, and'so to enter into his glory?” If then, dear brethren, 
crosses and sufferings come upon us, let us, too, kneel in the garden 
of olives; let us drain the chalice of suffering to the dregs on 
Golgotha, let us look up with courage and holy zeal. Good 
Friday was followed by a joyful Easter morn for the incarnate 
God, and we, too, shall enjov a day of rejoicing, for if we suffer 
with Christ we shall also be glorified with Him. Our cross will 
be for us Jacob’s ladder, upon which we shall ascend from earth 
to heaven, where there shall be no more weeping, no more pain, 
but where eternal joy, eternal peace, and eternal rejoicing will reign. 

2. The glorified risen Saviour bears in His hand, instead of the 
reed, a flag of victory, upon which is written, “I am the resur- 
rection and the life; whosoever believes in me shall live, though 
he were already dead.’’ My brethren, what a consoling word! We 
can exclaim with jubilation: Death, where is thy sting? Death is 
defeated; now we may face death with confidence and say 
with Job: “I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
will raise me up at the last day.” Dry thy tears, then, 
poor wife, thou who art weeping at the heavy loss of thy children’s 
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provider ; weep not, poor husband, at the early death of thy wife: 
children, mourn not the loss of your parents, who have left you 
orphans. My brethren, let us not weep and mourn for our beloved 
dead, like those who have no hope. We have a hope in the risen 
Saviour, that He will one day send His Angels to call us from our 
graves; we shall see one another again; we shall rejoice, and our 
joy no man shall take from us. 

3. And if in our days we look sorrowfully into the future, and 
if the enemy presses hard upon our mother, the Church, she, too, 
our Church, will arise from the grave of oppression. That this 
will be the case every century testifies; the deeper they dig her 
grave, the tighter they seal and close it, the more gloriously has she 
ever arisen from the grave, and the more victoriously does she un- 
furl her flag. Her founder, who rose from the grave to-day, has 
said: “ The gates of hell shall never prevail against her.” And this 
founder proclaims joyfully to the redeemed world to-day: “ All 
hail, Conqueror of Golgotha, Conqueror like unto none other! 
Alleluia! ” 

Let us, therefore, dear brethren, celebrate this Easter festival 
with glad, jubilant hearts; let us, at the empty grave of the Re- 
deemer, the Prince of Peace, extend to one another the hand of 
pardon. He calls to us indeed: Peace be unto you! Let us break 
the bonds of sin, let us live in God, let us swear fidelity anew to-day 
to the victorious flag of Jesus Christ, let us stand fast in the faith! 
Then, yes then, we shall one day arise gloriously; we shall be 
transformed, and we shall possess the kingdom which has been pre- 
pared for us from the beginning. God grant it! Amen. 





LOW SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


* Peace be to you.”—John xx. I9. 
Christ, the risen Saviour, at His reappearance amongst His dis- 
ciples, can wish them nothing better than peace. He comes to them 
when the doors were shut, stands in their midst, and the first word 
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that He says to them is “ Peace be to you!” He not only wishes them 
peace, but He ordains a means by which they can obtain peace of 
soul, namely, the Sacrament of Penance, when He says to His dis- 
ciples: “ Receive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, 
they are forgiven them: and whose sins you shall retain, they are 
retained.” We, too, obtain peace in the Sacrament of Penance, 
which Christ has merited for us by His passion and death, and by 
His resurrection from the dead, and this is what he wished His 
disciples to-day. You have become partakers of this peace, my dear 
Christians, if according to the precept of Holy Church you have 
received the Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist, and 
you will enjoy this peace as long as you keep the good resolutions 
which you made on receiving the Sacraments, and by not relapsing 
into your old habits of sin. That peace is a most precious possession 
is evident from the fact that Christ, when He saw His disciples for 
the first time after the Resurrection, could wish them nothing better 
than peace. “ Peace is so great a blessing,’ says St. Augustine, 
“that we can possess nothing more agreeable or more useful.” We 
must therefore strive our utmost to preserve this peace, and as it 
might be lost by a relapse into sin, I know of no better subject to-day 
than to tell you three means by which you can avoid relapsing into 
sin, hoping that by making use of the same you will preserve the 
peace of your souls. 

You know, my dear brethren, that to keep yourselves from re- 
lapsing into sin you must watch and pray, and avoid all the dan- 
gerous occasions of sin. I shall not speak to-day of these means; I 
will give you three other means and say, to avoid relapsing into sin 
you must: 


1. Think frequently of the miserable condition in which you found 
yourself when you were burdened with grievous sin, and of the peace 
of soul which you now enjoy after having received absolution; 

2. Renew your good resolutions often, and, 

3. Go to Holy Communion more frequently. 


1. What was the state of your soul when you were still sinners? 
You had no peace, you were full of disquietude, fear and anxiety. 
“ There is no peace to the wicked, saith the Lord.” (Is. xlviii. 22.) 
Your conscience continually reproached you for your sins and 
offenses, and reminded you of the punishment which you had de- 
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served from the just God whom you had so grievously offended and 
angered. And when you tried to quiet the voice of your conscience 
by sensual pleasures, this affected peace was only of short duration, 
and very soon the thought would obtrude itself again: “ You have 
offended God, and if, as might possibly happen, you should die sud- 
denly in your sins, you would be lost for all eternity,” and this 
thought alone would be sufficient to rob you of all peace and joy. 
What torture a bad conscience causes man, and to what length it 
will lead we have seen in Judas. No sooner had he perpetrated 
the wicked act of betraying his divine Master, and had received the 
blood money, such despair seized upon him that he took a halter 
and hanged himself. It is indeed true what the Lord says, that 
“there is no peace to the wicked.” 

How different is the condition of your soul at present when it is 
purified from sin through the Sacrament of Penance, and is a partaker 
of that peace of God which surpasseth all understanding, which 
the world cannot give, and which is more precious than all earthly 
possessions. You are no longer made uneasy by the reproaches of 
your conscience, you can think of God with joy; you need no longer 
be afraid of death; now you can taste how sweet the Lord is to 
those who love Him, and you must acknowledge with the royal 
prophet, that one day spent in His holy courts is better than a thou- 
sand days spent in the service of sin. In a word, as great as was 
your torment and fear formerly, so great is your peace and joy 
now. “ Much peace have they that love thy law (O Lord), and to 
them there is no stumbling block.” (Ps. cxviii. 165.) And “a 
secure mind is like a continual feast.” (Prov. xv. 15.) If you 
compare your present happy state with that misery in which you 
were as a sinner, how can you so easily exchange this happiness for 
your former suffering and fear? Only a fool would give away the 
precious bread of heaven for bad bread made of bran, or a priceless 
pearl for worthless clay! A good means to avoid relapsing into sin 
is then to compare the present condition of our soul with the past. 

2. A second means is to renew frequently the good resolutions, 
which we made when we received the Sacraments of Penance and the 
Holy Eucharist. This means is warmly recommended to us by all 
those who in the course of centuries have by their virtues and holy 
lives attained the highest pinnacle of perfection. In fact, a man who 
has formed an alliance of love with God, frequently renewed and for- 
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tified, and who daily fosters in his heart a lively horror of sin, and 
who strives to persevere in all good, will not so easily break faith in 
the hour of temptation, and will use every means to avoid relapsing 
into sin. Friends who often assure one another of their mutual 
fidelity will not easily be unfaithful to one another, and a subject 
does not easily rise up against his master when he has frequently 
required to make a vow of allegiance. If, then, you have the earnest 
desire of not falling into sin again, swear fidelity to God often; do 
this every day. The best time for this is in the morning when you 
rise, before beginning your day’s work, at noontime if you should 
happen to hear the Angelus, and at night when your day’s work is 
over, and you are going to rest. Then renew your good resolutions, 
promise the Lord fidelity and perseverance in good, equip yourself 
with mew strength against the assaults of the evil one, and you will 
find that you will become daily more and more strengthened, and 
you will make progress in the way of salvation. Do not say that 
because of temporal cares and business affairs you have no time; 
for one moment is enough in which to accomplish this sanctifying 
and useful practice. A single pious thought of God, a single good 
thought is sufficient, to place you in the condition, by the help of 
God’s grace, to avoid sin, and to persevere in good. I say with 
the help of God’s grace, for without this, as you well know, we are 
incapable of doing the least good. But you will participate in the 
grace of God if you 


3. Employ the third means, naniely, if you frequently approach 
the Sacraments. 

The heavenly food which is given to us in the Holy Eucharist forti- 
fies, as St. Lawrence Justinian says, the powers of our soul against 
relapses into sin, to which our nature and the tempter excite us, and 
it gives us strength to walk steadfastly in the path of virtue and 
salvation. When the prophet Elias fled from the persecutions of the 
infamous Jezabel, he lay down exhausted under a tree, and fell 
asleep, and behold! an angel of the Lord approached him, awakened 
him and fed him with the most delicious bread. Elias ate, but 
immediately afterwards he fell asleep again; the angel waited 
not, but awakened him again, and behold! when he tasted 
che bread for the second time, he was so strengthened by it that he 
“walked in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights, 
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ik unto the mount of God, Horeb.” (III. Kings xix. 8.) And you, too, 
dear Christian, are weak, and, as you know from experience, you 


require strength to avoid sin, and to walk in the way of the com- 
mandments. When you are persecuted by the evil one, when the 
world and your own flesh entice you to sin, and it is hard to with- 
stand them, receive often the Bread of Angels, and this will give 
you the strength to ascend the mount of Christian perfection. You 
: may ask, perhaps, dear Christian, why Elias fell asleep again after 
E receiving the Bread of Angels? why he was strengthened a second 
: time for the journey? I make answer: So that, if after receiving 


a the Sacraments you should fall again through weakness, you 
‘ must not be discouraged. Approach them again and again; not one 


Communion, but the frequent reception of the Sacraments strength- 
& ens against a relapse into sin; the powers of your soul will grow 
more and more the oftener you receive them. Alas! in these days, 
sin and vice take the upper hand for no other reason but because 
Christians approach the Sacraments too seldom to fortify their souls 
with the Bread of Life. Many persons consider that they have 
done a great deal if they go to Holy Communion three or four times 
a year, many even only going once a year. It cannot therefore be 
surprising that the powers of their souls become weaker and weaker, 
and the slightest temptation causes them to fall. 

If then, dear Christians, you wish to be preserved from relapsing 








By 


Ee into sin, and to enjoy continually that peace which the Saviour wishes | 
'e you to-day, employ the means which I have to-day given you. Think 
f often of the misery in which you were before your Easter confession, 


and on that blessed peace which is now yours. Renew as often as pos- 
sible your sood resolutions, and fortify yourselves frequently with the 
Bread of Angels in the Holy Eucharist. In this way the Lord will 
be on your side in every temptation. He will preserve you from 
relapsing, and give you the victory over the enemy of your salvation. 
Amen. 
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SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
“EASTER CONFESSION.” 


_““ Now the Pasch, the festival day of the Jews, was near at hand.”—St. John 
vi. 4. 

My dear people, the blessed time in which many Christians re- 
nounce sin and the devil and take refuge under the sweet yoke of 
the Redeemer, has come. Would that we had lived in the happy days 
of the first Christians, who looked forward to the Paschal feast 
with holy joy. O fair day of salvation and mercy and grace, what 
has become of thee? Where are those holy, heavenly joys which 
formed the happiness of the children of God? Yes, my dear people, 
this time of grace may harbor for us either salvation or utter destruc- 
tion; it leads to our salvation if we cooperate with the graces which 
are offered to us in this most precious time, and it will cause our 
destruction if we do not partake of these graces or even despise them. 
We are now in Easter-tide, also called Passover; in other words, 
it signifies the transition from the death of sin to the life of grace. 
By this explanation of the word Pasch (Easter) you will be able to 
judge for yourselves whether you have a right to feel satisfied, par- 
ticularly those among you who, in sullen obedience to the wording 
of the laws of the Church, are content with a single confession every 
year and the subsequent Easter Communion. 

Why, my dear people, has the Church instituted the holy season of 
Lent? You will answer that the holy time of Lent has been insti- 
tuted for the purpose of giving us an opportunity to prepare ourselves 
worthily for the celebrating of Easter, a time in which our dear Lord 
seems to dispense His graces in a greater measure than at any other 
time, and during which we are constantly urged to stir up our con- 
science and free ourselves from sin. Yes, my friends, that much you 
have learned in your catechism; but if I would ask even a child what 
sin is committed by him who neglects to fulfil his Easter duty the 
child would simply answer, “a mortal sin”’; and upon a further ques- 
tion, “ how many mortal sins are needed to cast man into hell? ” the 
answer would be, “one single sin for which we have not obtained 
forgiveness.” Well, then, my friends, are you going to fulfil your 
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Easter duty? If not, you commit a mortal sin. I have heard 
people say: “ Well, if I am sent to hell, I shall not be alone, 
at all events.” If it is all the same to these people whether they 
are saved or damned, let them find consolation in that. If the idea 
that they will have plenty of company in their misfortune eases their 
mind, why should they trouble themselves about anything? But, 
poor soul, what dost thou say to such thoughts of the sinful body in 
which you are imprisoned? How many tears wilt thou have to shed 
in eternity? Jesus Christ has done so much for thee, and thou wilt 
be separated from Him forever! 

Now, let us see how it stands with the confession and communion 
of those who are satisfied with attending to this duty once a year, so 
that we may learn whether they live with a clear conscience or not. 
If for a good confession nothing would be necessary but to enumer- 
ate one’s sins, ask God for forgiveness, and perform some little act 
of penance, then sin, which the catechism describes as such a terrible 
monster, would not be anything so awful after all; nothing would 
be easier than to regain the lost grace and to follow the path which 
leads to heaven, and of which Jesus Christ Himself says, that it is 
so difficult to follow. Listen to the words which He addressed to 
the youth who asked Him what good he should do to have life ever- 
lasting, and whether the way that leads into heaven was hard. What 
did the Lord answer? “ The path,” he said, “is narrow, and very 
few tread it; and even of those who follow it, very few reach the 
goal.” Yes, indeed, my dear people, some of you, after having lived 
tlirough a whole year without fear or trembling, occupied only with 
worldly cares, pleasures, and pursuits, without having done anything 
toward your spiritual improvement, and toward the acquisition of 
virtues, here you come several weeks after Easter, very reluctantly, 
recount your sins as if you were reading from a story-book, and say 
afew prayers. And that is all. After it is all over, you go your old 
way and do exactly what you have done before. When Easter comes 
round again you act in the same way over again, and so on until 
death. And then you expect God to set aside justice, and give you 
His grace! You may rest assured, my friends, that such confessions 
are fruitless, if nothing worse. 

To make you more fully convinced, let us now, my dear friends, 
go a little deeper into this matter. If our confession is to reconcile 
us with God, we must detest our sins from the bottom of the heart ; 
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we must be repentant, not because we have to tell the priest things 
which we would rather keep concealed, but because we have offended 
God ; because we have remained in sin so long and have despised the 
many graces by which God tried to draw us away from our sins. 
This it is, my friends, which should break the icy crust around our 
hearts, and draw the tears from our eyes. ‘Then, if we are really 
and truly penetrated with sorrow for our sins, then we will hasten to 
repair the damage done, and return as quickly as possible to our dear 
Lord. If you had a quarrel with a dear friend, would you not, when 
you found out that you were in the wrong, try everything to be 
reconciled to him as soon as possible? Or, if your friend found him- 
self in that position, would you not expect him to do the same? 
And if he neglected to do so, would you not come to the conclusion 
that it’was immaterial to him whether you were friends or the con- 
trary? Now, this comparison should be perfectly clear to you. Is 
it possible for any one who has committed a sin through weakness, 
thoughtlessness, or wickedness to remain long in that state of sin if 
he feels a true repentance? Would he not immediately take refuge 
in the sacrament of penance? If, instead of doing this, he remains 
for a whole year in the state of sin, and finds even the holy season of 
Lent inconvenient to free himself from it; if, when Easter comes 
round, he still waits until the last Sunday or two before he rushes 
from sin to the table of the Lord, and approaches Holy Communion 
indifferently, what good do you think will it do him? 

No matter how long the Paschal time might be prolonged, some 
would wait until the last day before doing their duty. Ifthe Church 
would say that we must go to Communion at least once in ten years, 
they would wait ten years; and if the Church had no law at all on 
the subject, they would wait until their dying day. Because neither 
repentance for the offense offered to God nor the love for God drives 
these people to Communion at Easter-tide, but merely the observance 
of the letter «f the law and the idea that they will be able to say that 
they have fulfilled their Easter duty. But the fact of the matter is that 
they have merely added another sin to those with which their souls 
are laden. If you had real repentance in your heart, would you keep 
those sins for a whole year upon your conscience? If you had really 
the intention of leading a better life, would not a change in your mode 
of life, even the smallest, be observable? 
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I will not speak of those unfortunates who, for fear that they will 
be refused absolution, confess only half their sins, or who cover a 
shameless life with the mantle of virtue, and approach in that state the 
Holy Sacrament. They eat and drink damnation to themselves, and 
deliver themselves over to the devil. 

I hope that all this does not apply to you, my friends, but I must 
repeatedly draw your attention to the fact that a single confession 
each year can not be satisfying to your soul. Let me tell you what is 
necessary for a good confession, and you will be convinced that a con- 
fession once a year can not be satisfactory. To obtain forgiveness, 
your confession should be sincere and humble, accompanied by a 
real sorrow for the offense given to God and the firm resolution 
not to sin any more in the future. In my opinion, it is very difficult, 
almost impossible, to bring all these conditions to confession if you 
go only once a year. 

What is a Christian who makes a confession of his sins at the 
feet of the priest? He is a sinner, who throws himself before his 
God with repentance in his heart like one accused before his judge, 
and who says: “ O Lord, I am a malefactor, not worthy to be called 
Thy child. I have led a life contrary to the commandments of my 
faith. I have had nothing but aversion for everything appertaining 
to religious duty. Sundays and holidays of obligation were for me 
only days of pleasure and dissipation. In short, I have done nothing 
worthy of Thee. I shall be lost, I shall be damned, if God has no 
mercy on me.” This, my dear brethren, is the feeling of a Christian 
who has an abhorrence of his sins in his heart. 

Now, tell me, do those who are satisfied to remain in sin for fully 
twelve months, and to whom Easter comes only too soon, do those 
people, I say, confess like that? O God, Thou knowest the yearly 
confessions of those unfortunate ones who attend to their duty 
with great reluctance. Do they act like a malefactor covered with 
sins, and filled with repentance for their offenses offered to God? 
Do they accuse themselves and deem themselves unworthy of the 
pardon for which they ask? No; they come to tell a story, and they 
tell it badly, because they dissemble, and try to appear as innocent as 
possible. Such a one does not lose his temper, but he accuses a neigh- 
bor of having excited him; he has missed Mass, but he accuses the 
company he was in of preventing him to attend it; he ate meat on 
Friday, but he would not have done it if he had not been induced by 
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others to do so. Husband accuses wife, the wife her husband; 
brother accuses sister, sisters their brothers. At the Confiteor they 
accuse themselves, saying, “through my fault,” and a minute later 
they excuse themselves and accuse others. No humility, no sincerity, 
no repentance! Such is the demeanor of those who go to confession 
only once a year. The priest can tell perfectly well from the way 
they act that they are not in a proper condition to be entitled to abso- 
lution. But if he wishes to give them more time for proper prepara- 
tion, so as to protect them from the danger of committing sacrilege, 
they grumble, and say they have no time to come again; that they 
could not prépare themselves any better, and if this particular priest 
would not give them absolution they could go to other priests who 
were not so particular. 

I must admit that there are some who try with all their might to 
examine themselves thoroughly, and to mention all their sins as much 
as possible, but they do so with such indifference, such coldness, and 
such insensibility that it breaks the poor priest’s heart to listen to 
them. There is no sigh, no tear, no emotion to show the contri- 
tion and the pain they should feel in their heart for having com- 
mitted such sins. The priest is obliged to assume that they feel more 
than they show, to consider them worthy of absolution. We all know 
that tears and sighs are not infallible signs of repentance and conver- 
sion. It occurs only too often that many bemoan their sins in the 
tribunal of penance, and are no better Christians afterward than they 
were before; but at the same time it is very suspicious if people tell 
you with coldness and indifference of occurrences which should call 
forth bitter tears, and should well nigh break their hearts. If they 
really have any feeling of contrition in their hearts, why should there 
not be any outward manifestation of it? It is only too probable that 
the emotion which is lacking in their words is also lacking in their 
hearts, and that the sorrow over their sins is no greater than they 
show outwardly. They are the Christians who, after Easter, lead no 
better lives than they did before, and are not a whit more careful to 
avoid sin. 


If, my dear friends, the regret over having offended God is to be 
considered genuine, it must include the sincere intention not to sin 
any more. If this intention is really sincere, it should determine us 
‘to avoid sin, to give up all thoughts of revenge, and detest all sins 
of impurity, and to try hard to exterminate all our passions and bad 
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habits. How can your determination not to offend God any more 
be considered sincere if, after your confession, you lead the same 
kind of life that you have led before; if you frequent the same society 
in which you have been tempted so often? You have had the same 
intention of leading a better life when you went to confession last 
year, but what efforts did you make to carry out your intention? 
None! And why? Because you did not really and sincerely intend 
to lead a better life ; your confession was a deception, your repentance 
a sham. What did you accuse yourself of last year? Was it not 
intemperance, lewdness, pride, passion, and neglect of divine service? 
And what did you accuse yourself of this year? Was it not the very 
same you had to confess before? And what will you have to accuse 
yourself of next year, if you are alive? The same sins over again. 
All this happens, my dear friends, because you have no real desire 
to lead a God-fearing life; you have gone to confession merely be- 
cause it is the custom, and because you want to be able to say that 
you have fulfilled your Easter duty, while, as a matter of fact, you go 
to confession every year, only to add more sins to your old ones. You 
are not aware of how the devil deceives you. If he would advise 
you instead of going to confession once a year, not to go at all, he 
would frighten you, and you would not believe him. But he is con- 
tented to let you remain in your own bad habits, and to rule over you 
in that way. Do you doubt my words? Then examine your life, 
and see whether you have improved, or whether you have at least 
avoided a few of the sins which you have confessed year after year. 
Hence, dear brethren, be not satisfied with a confession once a year, 
for if you are in the state of sin you run the risk of perishing in it, 
and being lost forever. The same fate will meet you if, from fear or 
shame, you have concealed a sin, or if you have made your confession 
without true repentance and the firm resolution to do better, or if, 
after years and years of confessions, yoy do not find an improvement 
in your mode of life. ‘To those who do not go to confession even at 
Easter I have nothing to say; if they insist upon going to 
perdition, that is their own affair. Let us bemoan their misfortune, 
and pray for them as it is the duty of every true Christian. Let us 
pray to God that we may not be stricken with the same blindness. 
Let us resist courageously the world and the devil, and let us sigh 
unceasingly for our real home—heaven—and for our glorification and 
eternal salvation! Amen. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0.P. 


“T am the good shepherd.”—John x. 11. 


Our Saviour is a master whom it is sweet to serve, for He prom- 
ises: “ Where I am, there also shall my minister be.” (John xii. 26.) 
Can a servant ask more? If our God is a warrior, it is good to 
fight under His flag; “ For great power always belonged to thee 
alone: and who shall resist the strength of thy arm?” (Wisdom xi. 
22.) Our Lord is also a tradesman, and it is good to trade with 
Him, for He says: “ You that have no money, make haste, buy, and 
eat, buy wine and milk without money, and without any price.” 
(Is. lv. 1.) In to-day’s Gospel He calls Himself a shepherd, and it 
is good to be one of His sheep, for He is a good shepherd. I wish 
to show you to-day that 


I. He is indeed a good shepherd, and 
II. To specify to you how His sheep should be conditioned. 


1. It was already foretold by the prophets that Jesus Christ 
would be a good shepherd. For instance, the Lord, speaking through 
the prophet Ezechiel, said: “ I will set up one shepherd over them: he 
shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd.” (xxxiv. 23.) Be- 
cause Jesus came as a shepherd, He was therefore born in a stable, a 
manger was His first couch, and shepherds were the first to come and 
visit Him, and adore Him. When later He began to teach He took 
care to assemble the scattered sheep of Israel, and He knows of no 
better way of picturing His love for men than by comparing Him- 
self to a good shepherd, who leaves the ninety and nine sheep in the 
desert to seek one that is lost. He tells us that those of 
His sheep will be admitted to the heavenly stable who 
listen to His voice and obey it. After His resurrection He 
ordained Peter to be His representative, to be the shepherd of 
His lambs and of His sheep, that is to say, of all the faithful, saying 
that at the day of judgment He like a shepherd will separate the 
sheep from the goats, the good from the bad, giving to the former 
their reward, and to the latter their punishment. He proves Himself 
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in every way a shepherd, and if you wish to convince yourself that 
He is a good shepherd, reflect what He has done for us, His sheep, 
and what He still does. 

Is it necessary for me, dear Christians, to relate what Jesus, 
the Good Shepherd, has done for us, His sheep? He left the glory 
of His Father, which was before the world existed, took flesh from 
Mary, the ever blessed Virgin, was born in a wretched stable, and 
bore all the pains and sufferings of this earthly life. ‘“ Who having 
joy set before him, endured the cross.” (Heb. xii. 2.) Shall 
I enumerate for you the persecutions and pains which He suffered 
for us from His birth, until His death upon the cross? A few mo- 
menis would not be sufficient for this. But if it be true, which we 
can not deny, that no greater proof of love can be given by man than 
to lay down his life for his friend, then Christ has shown an inexpres- 
sibly great love toward us; for He gave His life for us, who were 
His enemies by sin. In fact, He is a good shepherd, for “ the good 
shepherd giveth His life for His sheep.” He leads His 
sheep into the best pasturage, for He gives them for their spiritual 
nourishment—as a light and a lamp on their path of life: as their rule 
of conduct—His holy Word, the word of truth which He brought 
down from heaven, and which He taught for three long years in the 
iand of the Jews, and He goes before them in the path of life, to 
give them an example as to how they should observe His word. He 
says, therefore: “I am the way, the truth, and the life; they that 
follow me, walk not in darkness, but they will have the light of 
life.” And what shall I tell you of the Church which He founded, 
of the holy Sacraments which He instituted in her, of the Holy 
Ghost who descended upon her, so that He might remain with us 
always until the end of the world? And what shall I say of the 
graces and benefits which He gives to each one of us who have the 
happiness of belonging to His Church? I have said enough, and I 
doubt not that all will unanimously confess that Christ is the good 
shepherd. But, my dear Christians, are we able to say that we are 
the good sheep of Christ? 

2. A good sheep stays with the flock, obeys the voice of 
the shepherd, and does not require urging. Now I ask you, dear 
Christian, do you belong to the flock of Jesus Christ, that is to say, 
to those who believe firmly everything which His holy Church places 
before us to be believed, or do you doubt one or other of those 
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truths, and associate willingly with those who ridicule the truths, 
laws and customs of the faith? Do you listen to Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, when He warns you by the voice of your conscience, or 
by a sermon, or a good friend, when He calls you away from the 
company of wicked men, when he admonishes you to do penance 
and to be converted? Do you obey His commandments cheerfully, 
or is it necessary to drive you to this by suffering and tribulations? 
Ah, dear Christian, how can you say that you are one of Christ’s 
good sheep when you offend your Good Shepherd daily? How can 
you be a good sheep when you despise His voice, cast His exhorta- 
tions to the winds, transgress His commandments with levity, and 
have no desire to hear anything about penance and conversion? Tell 
me, can you say: I know my shepherd? Proud one, who is your 
shepherd and guide? Christ or the devil? Whom do you serve, 
you avaricious man, you miser, Christ or Mammon? Who is your 
god, you who indulge in every excess, Christ or your belly? And 
you, who are given to impurity, which shepherd do you obey, Christ 
or your unbridled desires and passions? Can you say with Peter: 
“Lord, I am ready to go with thee both into prison and to death.” 
(Luke xxii. 33.) 

Alas, you are so weak that you can not sometimes bear the least 
suffering with patience for the love of Christ. How would it be 
if you had to go to prison and to death? Oh, what ingratitude! 
Christ shed His blood for you and gave His life, and you will not 
bear the slightest neglect for love of Him, or give an alms to the 
poor! Shall IJ continue to give you proofs that you do not yet bear 
the qualities of a good sheep of Christ? 

You must admit, dear Christian, that you are not yet a good 
sheep of Christ, the Good Shepherd! But do not let this acknowl- 
edgment be sufficient, but endeavor to become in the future that 
which you are not now! Listen gladly to the voice of Jesus, the Good 
Shepherd, obey His commandments, that you may not find yourself 
at the last judgment placed on the left hand with the goats, but be 
placed at the right hand with the good sheep of Christ, to whom He 
will then say: “ Enter into the joy of your Lord and Shepherd!” 
Amen. 
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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
ON PERSEVERANCE. 


“He that shall persevere unto the end, he shall be saved.”-—Matt. x. 22. 


The divine Saviour says: “ He that fights and perseveres to the 
: end of his life, without being overcome, or, when he has fallen, rises 
y up again and perseveres, he shall be crowned.” That is to say, he 
4 will be saved—words, dearly beloved, which produce in us fear and 
E. trembling when we reflect upon the dangers which beset us on every 
a side, upon our weakness and the multitude of enemies by which we 
are surrounded. Let us not be surprised at so many saints for- 
saking parents, friends, possessions, and pleasures, that some should 
hide themselves away in the dark forests, others bewailing their sins 
in the clefts of rocks; others, again, shut themselves up in a solitary 
cell, to mourn there for the rest of their lives, far from the noisy 
world, and to occupy themselves with fighting the enemy of their 
salvation, fully convinced that heaven is only for those who persevere. 

Now what is it “ to persevere ”’? 

“ To persevere,” my friends, means to be ready to make any sacri- wherein 
fice : rather to lose our wealth, our free will, our liberty, yea, even life Perseverance 
itself, than to offend God. But what does it mean “ not to perse- 
vere”? 

“Not to persevere’ means to relapse into our old sins, not long 
ago confessed, to frequent that bad company again which led us into 
sin ; this is of all evils the greatest, because we thereby lose God, draw 
down His wrath upon us, estrange our soul from heaven, and make 
it ripe for hell. So as to help you to realize this properly, I will 
tell you the means which you must use to preserve the graces which 
you have received during this holy Paschal time. They are these 
four: 





I.—Obedience to the promptings of grace 
I1.—The avoidance of bad company 
f III.—Prayer 
. IV.—The frequent use of the Sacraments 





I. The first means to advance perseveringly on the way to heaven en 
is to obey faithfully, and make use of the inspirations of grace tions of grace. 
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which God gives us. All the saints have attained to their blessed 
lot only through obeying faithfully the voice of the Holy Ghost, and 
the damned owe their miserable state only to the fact that they have 
despised these inspirations. This alone ought to prove to you how 
precious these stirrings of conscience are, and how necessary it is to 
obey them. But you may argue, “ How are we to know whether we 
have obeyed these inspirations of grace, or resisted them?” If you do 
not know how to recognize this, then listen to me for a moment, and I 
will explain it to you. First of all, I say that grace consists in the 
suggestions to our thoughts that we should avoid evil, and do good. 
Let us consider a few particular cases, so that you may understand 
this thoroughly. In the morning when you rise, turn your thoughts 
to God, give Him your heart, offer up your work to Him by kneel- 
ing down to say your prayers. If you do this at once and with 
a good will, you obey the promptings of grace; if you do not do this 
at all, or else if you do it badiy, you do not obey them. You feel a 
desire to go to Confession, so as to overcome your faults and not to 
remain in your former condition, because had death overtaken you, 
you would have been lost eternally. If you obey this divine prompt- 
ing you are faithful followers of the inspiration of grace. But if 
you leave these incentives unnoticed, for instance, to give alms, to do 
works of penance, to hear Mass, then you resist them. 

In this way, beloved, we obey or resist grace. All this is a ques- 
tion of interior grace. 

Exterior graces are, for instance, good reading, conversation with 
pious men who point out to us the necessity of changing our mode of 
life, of serving God better, of the remorse which we shall feel at the 
hour of death, or good examples which convert us. Also instruction 
by which we discern the means which we must employ to serve God, 
our duties toward Him, toward ourselves, and toward our neighbor. 
Observe well that your salvation or damnation depends upon this. 

We know from the Gospel that all the conversions which Jesus 
made during His life were founded on perseverance. You know, 
beloved, how Christ converted Peter. It is mentioned that the 
Saviour looked at him, and that Peter wept over his sins; and his 
conversion assures us that he remained in the state of grace, and 
sinned no more. How was Matthew converted? We know thai 
Christ met him and told him to follow, and Matthew followed Him. 
What makes his conversion appear to us to be true is the fact that he 
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never returned to his office as a collector of taxes; from that moment 
he never forsook Jesus. He persevered in grace and turned his back 
upon sin forever. A holy Bishop said to his flock: “ If you were to 
give all your possessions to the poor, let your body be flayed, and your 
blood be shed; if each one of you was to suffer as much as all the 
martyrs put together ; if your skin be torn off like St. Bartholomew’s, 
or if you be sawed to pieces like Isaias, or be roasted on a slow fire 
like St. Lawrence; if you had not perseverance, that is to say, if you 
would relapse into sins again, and if death should surprise you in this 
state, everything would be lost. Who among us will be saved? 
Those who have fought for forty or sixty years? Possibly, dear 
brethren. Those whose hair turned gray in the service of the Lord? 
Possibly, dear brethren, but if they are wanting in perseverance they 
are as uncertain of their salvation as Solomon, of whom the Holy 
Ghost said that he was the wisest king upon earth, but of whose sal- 
vation we are very much in doubt, although he imagined himself 
perfectly sure of it. 

“ He that shall persevere unto the end, he shall be saved.” Ought 
we not to tremble, dear brethren, we who fall every moment? There 
will be no heaven for us unless we are more steadfast than we have 
been heretofore. 

How often do we not torment ourselves thinking whether we 
shall be lost or saved? Useless scruples! Listen to Moses, who, 
when he was dying, had the twelve tribes of Israel assembied, and 
said to them: “ You know that I have loved you tenderly---that I 
have sought nothing but your happiness and salvation. Now that 
I am going to give God an account of all my actions, I must tell you 
the following, and you must not forget it: ‘Serve God faithfully; 
remember the many benefits which He has lavished upon you; never 
separate yourselves from Him, no matter what it may cost you. 
You will have enemies who will persecute you, and strive all in their 
power to make you forsake God. Take courage, therefore; you’ are 
sure of the kingdom if you remain faithful to God.’ ” 

Ah, my brethren, if even saints were all their lives afraid of not 
persevering, what will become of us who are without virtue, without 
confidence in God, laden with sins, and who are careless of the snares 
which the devil sets for us? We go about blindly among these 
numerous dangers, we sleep quietly in the midst of a crowd of ene- 
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mies, who are all bent upon our destruction. But you will say: 
‘* What are we to do so as not to be overpowered?” 

II. My friend, you must shun the occasions which have been 
the cause of your fall. You must take refuge in incessant prayer, 
receive frequently and worthily the Sacraments. If you do this, if 
you take this path, you will be sure to persevere; but if you do not 
take this precaution, no matter what penance you may lay down for 
yourself, you will go to perdition. I say you must fly by the occa- 
sions of sin. 

Where did you learn these improper songs, and those ungodly 
manners, which cause you innumerable bad thoughts and desires? 
Was it not in that bad company? Who taught you to judge so 
rashly? Was it not the society of that slanderer who talked 
uncharitably of his neighbor? Where did that habit originate by 
which you sin and lead others to sin through improper looks and 
actions? Was it not by frequenting the society of that unchaste 
person? Why do you no longer receive the Sacraments? Is it not 
because you associate with that ungodly person whose aim it is to rob 
you of your faith by representing to you that what the priest says is 
exaggeration? Who tells you that Religion has only one good pur- 
pose, and that is to keep the young in bounds; but that only ignorant 
people allow themselves to be influenced by it; that those better 
informed simply laugh at it? Let me tell you, by the way, that these 
wise people hold these views no longer when they are on their death- 
bed. Would such doubts arise in your mind away from this society? 
Never ! 

III. Prayer is indispensable in order to obtain perseverance 
in the Divine Grace received in the Sacrament of Penance. By 
prayer you can do all things; you turn, as it were, the Divine Will, 
if I may say so. Without prayer you are incapable of doing any- 
thing. This alone should prove to you the necessity and the power of 
prayer. All saints began their conversion by prayer, and through 
prayer they persevered. All the damned were lost because they neg- 
lected prayer. 

The prayer which I recommend to you as being powerful with 
God, which obtains many graces for us, which urges Him to grant 
what we ask, this prayer is composed of despair and hope. Despair 
at sight of our unworthiness, and the dishonor which we have offered 
to God and His graces. We must acknowledge that we are unworthy 
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to appear before Him, unworthy to ask Him for His graces, because 
we have already received so much from Him, and have continually 
4 repaid Him with ingratitude, for which reason we should fear every 
moment for our salvation. Penetrated with grief for having of- 
fended so good a God, let us shed tears of contrition and thanksgiving 
from penitent hearts. Mind and heart should be profoundly hum- 
bled at the thought of our infinite baseness, and of the sublimity of 
Him whom we have offended, and who in spite of all this permits us 
hope and grace. 

I say prayer must be composed of despair and hope. Hope in the 
/ greatness of God’s mercy, in His desire of making us happy, and in 
what He has done to merit heaven for us. Animated with this 
consoling thought, we can turn to Him with the greatest confidence. 
We should say with St. Bernard: “ My God, that which I ask of Thee 
| I have not deserved, but Thou hast merited it for me. If thou dost 
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.  & hear me, I thank Thy kindness and mercy.” What does a Christian 
ng do, filled with these dispositions? Penetrated with feelings of the 
2 most fervent gratitude, he forms the firm resolution never again to 
; ff offend his God who comes to meet him with His graces. This is the 


prayer, dear brethren, which is so necessary for us to obtain forgive- 


t : ness and the precious gift of perseverance. 
r IV. As fourth and most important means, we must frequently re- Reception of 
e Ef ceive the holy Sacraments so as to preserve sanctifying grace. A S#@aments 
- & Christian who makes use of prayer and the Sacraments is to the devil 2"? 24ch4"*- 
> | 4 what a soldier on horseback, equipped with weapons, is to a defense- 

- less enemy, who flees at the very sight of him. Should he, however, 
e ie get off his horse, and lay aside his weapons, the enemy will fall upon 
y te him, throw him to the ground, and overpower him. While he ‘was 
1, & armed, the sight of him alone seemed to crush his enemy. 
- & The devil said to St. Theresa: that on account of her great love of way sacta- 
f FF God, her frequent reception of the Sacraments, he could not breathe ems... us, 
h & in the places where she had been. Why? Because the Sacraments 
x a gave her strength to persevere in the grace of God. There has never 


been a saint who kept away from the Sacraments and still preserved 


hoe the friendship of God. In the Sacraments they gained the necessary 
nt Oe strength to resist the devil, and not to be overpowered by him. The 
ir 4 reason is this: when we pray to God He lavishes innumerable graces 
od of upon us, to fortify us and to give us courage. He Himself comes to 


destroy our enemy. As soon as the devil is aware of His presence, he 
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casts himself in despair into the abyss. This is the principal reason 
why the devil strives his utmost to prevent us from receiving the 
Sacraments, and incites us to profane them. Yes, dear brethren, 
when any one receives the Sacraments frequently the devil loses 
his power over him. 

However, we must make a distinction. I am speaking of those who 
receive the Sacraments with the right dispositions, who have a real 
horror of sin, who gladly avail themselves of ali the means which 
God offers them to avoid a relapse into sin. Christians who go to 
confession one day, and the next day fall again into the same sins, I 
do not include them, nor those who confess their sins without contri- 
tion and without detestation, who repeat them every time as if they 
were telling a story, who make not the slightest preparations ; who, 
without examining their conscience, tell just of what sins they hap- 
pen to think; who approach the Lord’s table without having exam- 
ined into the recesses of their heart, without having obtained the 
grace to recognize their sins, without feeling the proper repentance, 
and without any resolution of not sinning again. All these persons 
work out their own perdition. Instead of fighting against the devil, 
they range themselves on his side, and bury themselves in hell. 

What are we, then, to conclude from all this? 

That we should promptly obey the incentives of grace, never fail in 
our prayers, and with proper dispositions receive the Sacraments. If 
beloved brethren, we carry out this resolution, if we remain faithful 
to it to the end, there shall be fulfilled in us the words of Christ : “ He 
that shall persevere unto the end, he shall be saved.” This I wish 
you all. Amen. 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER. 


SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 


“ You shall lament and weep, but the world shall rejoice.”—John xvi. 20. 


An old proverb says: “ Many heads, many minds.” And so it is. 
One thinks this, and the other thinks that ; one is merry and cheerful, 
the other quiet and sad. The heathen sage Demotritus was always 
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laughing, Heraclitus forever crying. The same difference existed 
between Babylon and Jerusalem. The inhabitants of Babylon were 
at all times inclined to jest and make merry, and they invite the 
children of the world to do likewise, saying: “ Come therefore, and 
let us enjoy the good things that are present, and let us speedily use 
the creatures as in youth. Let us crown ourselves with roses, before 
they be withered: let us everywhere leave tokens of joy.” (Wis. ii. 
6.) But Jerusalem, the Holy City, put on penitential garb, and 
said: “Come, let us weep before the Lord that made us.” (Ps. 
xciv. 6.) To which do you adhere, dear Christians, to Babylon or to 
Jerusalem? Christ says: “ Blessed are ye that weep now, for you 
shall laugh. Woe to you that now laugh, for you shall mourn and 
weep.” (Luke vi. 21, 25.) And in to-day’s Gospel: “ You shall 
lament and weep, but the world shall rejoice.” It is better, then, to 
mourn over our sins in this world, for our sadness shall be changed 
into joy. But he who thinks that he has not sinned, and is there- 
fore not obliged to mourn, only deceives himself, and when any one 
laughs and is joyful over his sins he only deceives the world, for 
a bad conscience is the greatest torment, although it may not be 
outwardly apparent. We will speak on this subject to-day. 

All is not gold that glitters. Many a one appears in good humor 
and laughing when it is only known to God how they really feel. St. 
Augustine says: “ Of all human suffering there is none greater than 
the torture of a bad conscience.” If those present who have griev- 
ously sinned wanted to make known the state of their soul they 
would be obliged to acknowledge that the worm that gnaws was 
ever present within them, and that they were strangers to peace and 
contentment. This was Cain’s experience after having slain his 
brother Abel, and when God rebuked him for his crime he said: 
“My iniquity is greater than that I may deserve pardon; behold, 
thou dost cast me out this day from the face of the earth: every one, 
therefore, that findeth me shall kill me.” (Gen. iv. 13, 14.) Why 
was Cain afraid? There was no one else upon earth but his parents 
and brethren! He knew perfectly well that they would not kill him. 
His bad conscience occasioned him this great torment, which drove 
him here and there and filled him with fear and anxiety. And 
David, too, experienced how bad it is when our conscience accuses 
us of a crime. When Bethsabee sent word to him that, on account 
of the adultery she had committed with him, she had reason to fear 
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the return of her husband, Urias, David, harassed with remorse of 
conscience, and fearing that Urias might expose him to public shame, 
arranged that Urias should be placed in the front ranks of battle and 
killed. St. Chrysostom expresses his surprise at this. What, he asks, 
was not David a mighty king, a hero, who did not even fear the pow- 
erful giant Goliath, and now he is afraid of a common soldier? His 
bad conscience, answers the Saint, caused him this fear and anxiety. 
He feared that his crime would become known; therefore, he did not 
rest until the just Urias met his death. If time allowed I could give 
you many such examples by which you may observe that a bad con- 
science never gives man any rest; but I need only appeal to 
your own experience. Were you not, when tempted to the sin of 
impurity or to any other sin, afraid that others might know about 
it? Or, if happily such a great evil has not befallen you, have you 
not often felt remorse of conscience for lesser sins, and thereby 
become restless and troubled? Have you not heard that a thief 
often betrays himself by the fear and anxiety which reveal them- 
selves in his looks and manners? A bad conscience gives no peace 
to man; if any one with a bad conscience is at peace and joyful, it is 
a sign that his conscience is asleep, and that he is utterly obdurate 
and hardened in his sins. He is like a man lying mortally sick with 
fever. The doctor asks the patient where he feels the most pain; 
he answers that he does not feel any particular pain, only he is ex- 
hausted and weak and is consumed with a great thirst. The doctor 
considers his condition very critical, and turning to the relations he 
says: “ This absence of pain in such condition is a bad sign, and it 
shows that his illness has taken the upper hand; give him whatever 
he asks for, drugs are useless, he cannot live.” The sinner finds 
himself in just such a pitiable condition. He does not feel the deadly 
poison of sin any longer in his conscience; he lives on without re- 
flection, frivolous and indifferent, as if there were no God, no judg- 
ment, no hell, no heaven. He hears descriptions of how the damned 
are tortured in hell, but he pays no attention to them. God afflicts 
him with crosses and sufferings, so as to lead him to do penance, but 
he will not recognize that which is meant for his salvation. Those 
who have the care of souls and good friends admonish him to do 
penance and lead a better life; meanwhile he throws everything to 
the winds, lives on quietly, and sells his soul and his eternal happi- 
ness for a momentary sinful desire. As Esau once sold his birth- 
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right for a mess of lentil pottage, so are these blind and hardened 
sinners who give away their birthright, which is heaven, for money 
or a beautiful dress, or a drink, or flattery, and often for much less. 
St. Jerome says if a sinner is quiet and at rest, it is like the peace 
and calm which precedes a bad storm. “ The wicked man, when he 
is come into the depths of sin, contemneth : but ignominy and reproach 
follow him ” (Prov. xviii. 3), and I add to this: eternal perdition. 

What better can we do, dear Christians, than to preserve a good 
conscience always, and to mourn our sins, by which we have 
offended God? If we have sinned, we know that we shall only be 
forgiven when we have repented; also that we can only 
recover peace of conscience when we are reconciled to God by 
receiving the Sacrament of Penance. But if there should be one 
amongst you who, in spite of his many sins, is at peace, let him 
understand that. he is in the greatest possible danger of dying an 
eternal death, let him no longer harden his heart, but hear to-day 
the voice of God, which calls him to repentance! Let us lament 
and be sorry for our own and for the sins of others, that our 
sadness may one day be changed into joy! Amen. 


SERMON. 


BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
TRIBULATIONS. 


“ Amen, amen, I say to you, that you shall lament and weep, but the world 
shall rejoice.”—St. John xvi. 20. 

Who, my beloved Christians, could listen without trembling to the 
address of the Redeemer to His disciples before His ascension into 
heaven, wherein He tells them that their life would be a series of 
tears, suffering, and bearing of the cross, while the rest of the world 
would rejoice and make merry? Not as if the people of the world 
did not also have their troubles, because sorrow and consternation 
are the natural consequence of a bad conscience, and a disorderly 
life finds its own punishment in a troubled heart. The lot of the 
good Christians is entirely different from this: they must make up 
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their minds to suffer and weep in this life, but their suffering and 
their tears earn for them a joy and a pleasure which are unlim- 
ited in extent and duration. On the other hand, the children of 
the world, after a few moments of enjoyment, mixed with much 
bitterness, follow the path which leads toward the eternal fire. 
“Woe unto you,” says Jesus Christ to them, “ woe unto you who 
think of nothing but rejoicing, for your joys shall bring forth eter- 
nal sufferings in the abode of my justice.” “ Ah, blessed ones,’ He 
says to the good Christians, “ blessed are ye who pass your days in 
tears, for the day: will come when I myself shall be your consola- 
tion.” I will now show you, my dear Christians, that the cross, 
poverty, contempt, and suffering is the lot of a Christian who 
wishes to save his soul, and who tries to be pleasing to God. 

You must either suffer in this life or give up the hope of seeing 
God in heaven. 

Let me tell you, that from the moment that you are numbered 
among the children of God you must take upon yourself the cross, and 
never lay it down until the moment of your death. When Jesus 
Christ speaks to us from heaven He never fails to remind us that 
we can only merit it by carrying the cross, and by suffering: “ Take 
up thy cross and follow me, not for a day, a month or a year, but 
for thy whole life.” St. Augustine says: “ Leave the pleasures and 
amusements to the children of the world; but you, who are the 
children of God, weep with the children of God.” 

Sufferings and persecutions are of the greatest avail to us, because 
we can find therein a very efficient means to make atonement for 
our sins, since we are bound to suffer for them either in this world or 
in the next. The sufferings in this world are not unlimited, neither 
in intensity nor in duration: the merciful God chastises us on account 
of His great mercy toward us; He allows us to suffer for a time, only 
to make us happy for all eternity. However great our sufferings 
may be in this world, He touches us onl} with His little finger, as 
it were; while in the other world the tortures and punishments which 
we have to go through are dictated by His great power and wrath. 
There it will seem that God wanted to exhaust His whole power to 
avenge His offended majesty. There our torments will be infinite in 
severity and duration. In this life our sufferings are mitigated by the 
consolation and help which our holy religion offers us, but in the 
other world there is no consolation, no mitigation; on the contrary, 
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there everything drives to despair. Oh, how blessed is the Christian 
who spends his whole life in tears and tribulation, as thereby he 
prevents the greatest misfortune that can befall him, and procures for 
himself everlasting joy. Job, the holy man, tells us that life is but a 
continuous misery. Let us go into particulars. Let us go from 
house to house, and we will find planted everywhere the cross of 
Christ. Here it is the loss of earthly possessions, the result of an 
injustice, which has thrown a whole family into misery ; there a sick- 
ness, which holds a person on a bed of suffering; there it is a wife 
who eats her bread in tears and sorrow on account of a drunken, 
brutal husband. There, again, we meet poor old people who have 
been thrown upon the charities of this world by their ungrateful 
children. Here is a man bowed down with sorrow and shame be- 
cause he has been accused of misdeeds which he never committed. 
And, again, there is a house filled with lamentations over the loss of 
a father or mother, or a child. 

Thus our mortal life seems poor and miserable, considered from a 
human standpoint; but if we consider our life from the standpoint 
of our religion, we shall soon be convinced that we are miserable only 
so long as we brood over, and complain about, our troubles from a 
human view of things. 

Why are you so apt to consider yourselves unfortunate? Be- 
cause you are thinking of those whose circumstances in 
life are better than your own. The poor man, in the misery 
of his poverty, instead of thinking of those who, on account of 
sickness, or, perhaps, having been put into prison or the poor- 
house, are worse off than himself, lets his thoughts dwell 
upon the mansions of the rich and their earthly possessions and pleas- 
ures. The sick man, instead of thinking of the tortures suffered by 
those condemned by the just judgment of the Lord to 
eternal punishment, directs his thoughts only to the few lucky 
ones who have never had the misfortune of being poor or sick. 
That is the reason, my dear friends, why we consider our sufferings 
unbearable. But what is the consequence? The consequence is that 
our grumbling and complaining deprives us of all the merits which 
we might gain in heaven through our sufferings: on the one hand, 
we bear them without consoling ourselves with the thought that 
they open to us the hope for forgiveness; on the other hand, we 
increase our sins by our impatience and grumbling, instead of dimin- 
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ishing them by offering up our suffering in atonement for them. 
It is our impatience, our want of submission under the will of God, 
our want of confidence in Him, which make us so unhappy, and 
which are the cause of augmenting our sins instead of diminishing 
them, by offering up our sufferings in atonement. How unfortunate 
and full of despair is the life of him who forgets for what purpose 
God has sent him a cross to bear! 

But you will say to me: “ We have heard these sentiments ex- 
pressed hundreds of times; they are merely words, not consolations ; 
we say the same things to those whom we see suffer.” But I say to 
you, my friends, look up, look up to heaven. Withdraw your hearts 
from the mire of this life into which it has sunk; tear asunder the 
clouds of mist which hide the heavenly reward from you, 
which you may obtain by means of your sufferings here below. 
Lift up your eyes and see the good Father, who holds ready for you a 
glorious mansion in His dominions. God chastises you only to heal 
the wounds which you, poor sinner, have inflicted upon your own 
soul. God sends you the suffering only to crown you with everlast- 
ing glory. 

If you wish to know, my dear friends, how to take up the cross, 
handed to you by the Almighty or by your own fellow beings, let 
me cite to you as an example, how Job took up his cross, how he 
never got discontented even at the loss of his numerous possessions 
and family, nor when the fire from heaven destroyed his flocks, nor 
when the thieves drove away the rest of his cattle, nor when a ter- 
rific cyclone destroyed his house and buried his children, but de- 
votedly exclaimed: ‘“ Alas, the hand of the Lord lieth heavy upon 
me!” 

There he had been lying on a dunghill for years, covered with 
sores, without help or consolation, deserted even by his own wife, 
who, instead of consoling him, only mocked at him with the words: 
“Why don’t you pray to thy God for death, so that you may be deliv- 
ered from all this misery; seest thou not how thy God, whom thou 
hast served so faithfully, how he tortures thee?” And he merely 
said to her: “ Thou hast spoken like one of the foolish women; if we 
have received good things at the hand of God, why should we not 
accept the evil? ” 

But some of you will say, “I can not understand why God should 
visit us with such calamities ; He, who is love itself and who loves us 
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with an infinite love.” You may as well ask me: “ How is it possible 
that a father can chastise his own child, or a doctor give his 
patient bitter medicine?” Do you think it would be better to let this 
child live unrestrained than to lead it through punishment back to the 
path of virtue, and thus into heaven? Do you think that the physi- 
cian should let his patient die rather than give him bitter medicine? 
How blind we are if we reason like that! God must chastise us, 
and if we are without cross,then we may be sure that we do not belong 
to the number of His children. Jesus himself said, that the king- 
dom of heaven would only be for those who suffer and fight until 
the end. And does He not always speak the truth? Contemplate 
the lives which the saints have led, look at the way which they have 
pursued; from the moment they ceased to suffer they feared that 
the Lord had deserted them, and that they had lost Him forever. 
“My God, my God!” cried out St. Augustine, in tears, “ spare me 
not in this life, but let me suffer much. Show me Thy mercy only 
in the other life, and I am contented.” 

Most people who are afflicted with sufferings say: ‘ What have I 
done to the dear Lord, that He should send me so much misery?” 
And I answer: “ God sends you this affliction, because thou hast 
indeed done evil, my friend. Take all the commandments, one by 
one, and see whether you have not sinned against each and every 
one of them. Let all the days of your sinful life, since the innocent 
days of your childhood, pass muster in your memory, and then you 
will not ask what evil you have done, that God should so chastise you. 
Are the bad habits into which you have sunk for so long a time to 
count for nothing? And what about your pride? Do you think it is 
right that you should expect everybody to bow before you because 
you happen to have a few acres of land more than another, which 
may likely be the cause of your damnation? Have you forgotten 
that cupidity which keeps you forever in a state of dissatisfaction ; 
what of that self-love, that vanity, that hasty temper, that thirst for 
vengeance, that intemperance, that jealousy? Have you forgotten 
your criminal neglect of the Blessed Sacrament, and all those re- 
ligious obligations you should have performed for the benefit of your 
soul? Does your forgetfulness of all these and other facts make you 
less guilty? And if you are guilty, should not the justice of God 
punish you? Tell me, my friend, what penance have you done to 
atone for your sins, what fasting, what mortification? Where are 
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your good works? When, after so many sins, you have not shed a 
tear, after so much avarice you have not given the smallest alms, after 
so much pride you will not suffer the least humiliation; when, after 
your flesh has served the evil one, you will not hear of penance, then 
heaven must step in and impose that penance which you did not 
practise yourself. 

Oh, how blind we are! We would wish to do evil without being 
punished for it, or, in other words, we would rather that God was 
unjust. Indeed, O Lord! let the sinner lead a life of ease ; do not lay 
Thy hand too heavily upon him; let him fatten like a beast of sacri- 
fice, destined for that eternal punishment, where he will have time 
to make satisfaction to Thy justice; spare him in this life; he wants 
to have itso. He may do penance in the eternal fire, penance without 
merit, penance without end. O my Lord, do not let this misfor- 
tune befall us! “O my God,” exclaimed St. Augustine, “ in- 
crease my misery and my suffering as much as Thou wilt, only mete 
out to me Thy mercy in the life to come.” 

“Yes,” says another one, “this is all very well for those who 
have committed these grievous sins, but I, thank the Lord, have 
never done anything of the kind.” Such a person, therefore, be- 
lieves that because he thinks that he has not committed these sins 
he need not suffer. But I say, that it is for the very reason that such 
a person tries to do right that God will send him trials and permit 
that he be mocked at, despised, and his piety ridiculed, because God 
wants to try him by sending him sickness and tribulations. Look at 
Jesus Christ, the true model of your life, and see whether He lived 
a single moment without suffering, and, in fact, suffering so much 
that the human mind has not yet been able to fathom it. Why did 
the Pharisees persecute Him and try continually to ensnare Him, so 
as to have a reason for condemning Him to death? Did they do it 
because He was thought wrong? Not at all; they did it because His 
miracles, His poverty, and humility condemned their pride and evil 
deeds. If we look through Holy Writ we see that from the beginning 
of the world suffering, reproach, and mockery was the share of the 
children of God—that is, of those who strove to lead a God-fearing 
life. Who, indeed, will deride and reproach those who fulfil the 
duties of their religion but a poor, miserable outcast from hell, who 
has been sent upon this earth for the purpose of trying to draw 
others into the abyss, which is his dwelling-place for all eternity. 
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Let me give you a few examples. Why did Cain slay his brother 
Abel? He slew him because he could not induce him to do wrong, as 
he did himself. Why did Joseph’s brothers throw him into the cis- 
tern? Because his God-fearing life was a reproach to their own dis- 
solute way of living. What caused the persecutions of the Apostles, 
who were continually imprisoned, tortured, and maltreated, so that 
their life from the death of our Lord on was a continuous martyr- 
dom? They all had to die in a most cruel and painful manner. And 
what had they done that they should suffer all that? They had 
sought only the honor of the Lord and the salvation of souls. If 
you are reproached, derided, mocked at, persecuted, though you 
have done nothing wrong, so much the better for you. If you have 
had to undergo no suffering in this world, how will it stand with you 
before the Lord on the day of Judgment? 

If you are persecuted and ridiculed and injured, though you have 
done nothing wrong, you are, indeed, on the right way to heaven. 
What did the Saviour say? ‘“ Take up thy cross and follow me; 
they have persecuted me, they will persecute you; but be not dis- 
couraged, rather rejoice, for great is your reward in heaven. He 
who is not ready to suffer all things, even to lose his life for love 
of me, is not worthy of me.” Amen. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR LITTLE ONES. 
JESUS CHRIST. 
XXIII. 


An ANGEL ANNOUNCES TO THE GooD SHEPHERDS THAT Jesus 
CHRIST, AS AN INFANT, IS LYING IN THE MANGER. 


Children, I have already told you that all those good people who 
lived before the Son of God, Jesus Christ, came into the world had 
a great desire, a great wish, for the Redeemer, that the wicked might 
become good, and not offend God any longer. There were many 
great and prominent people in that part of the country where Jesus 
was born, but they were not pious; on the contrary, they were wicked, 
therefore it was not revealed to them at first that the Son of God 
had come into the world. 

Now, listen, and I will tell you to whom God revealed it first, that 
His Son had come into the world. 

At Bethlehem there were a great many shepherds, who had many 
sheep, oxen, and other cattle to look after, and they lived upon the 
milk, wool, and the flesh of their flocks. In that country there were 
many wild animals, especially wolves. These animals approached the 
flocks at night, and if they were not driven away or killed they 
pounced upon the sheep, carried them away in their jaws, and ate 
them. 

There were many pious souls among these shepherds, who loved 
God and kept His commandments, and to them God announced first 
that His Son had come into the world. I will now tell you who 
announced it to them. 

One night, some good shepherds were minding their flocks. All 
at once there stood before them an Angel, bright, and full of light. 
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The Angel said: “I bring you tidings of great joy. To-day the 
Saviour came into the world—Christ, the Lord. You will find the 
Infant ina manger.” The good shepherds were watching over their 
flocks by night so that they might not be injured by thieves or wild 
beasts. It was to these good shepherds in the fields that the birth 
of Jesus was first announced by an Angel. I ask you, then: “To 
whom was the birth of Jesus first announced?” You must answer: 
“ The birth of Jesus was first announced to the good shepherds in the 
field by an Angel.” I will repeat this to you several times: “ To 
whom was the birth of Jesus first announced? ” 

I have already spoken to you, dear children, about Angels, when 
we learned something about the holy Guardian Angel. Do you wish 
to hear something more about the holy Angels? Well, then, pay 
attention ! 

The Angels, dear children, were created by God. The Angels are 
more important creatures than we are. God gave them a more exalted 
reason, and a more perfect will. Man can not see the Angels, for 
they are spirits. What is our soul? And what powers has God im- 
planted in it? Have the Angels reason, and a free will, too? What 
difference is there between our reason and that of an Angel? There- 
fore, children, the Angels are higher spirits than our soul. You must 
remember this of the Angels. They are pure spirits. 

Why did God create the Angels? That they might serve Him. 
They are, therefore, servants of God. What must a servant do when 
given orders by his master? Listen, children, what happened to the 
Angels. 

Some of the Angels did not want to obey God any longer, and they 
revolted against Him. They wanted to be like unto God. Was this 
right? It was very wicked and ungrateful. God created them as 
exalted spirits ; they were to dwell with Him in heaven, and now they 
were so disobedient. What does God do to the disobedient? That 
is what He did to the disobedient Angels! He drove them out of 
heaven, and cast them into hell, and now they are devils. Children, 
never be disobedient to God. For if God did not spare the Angels 
who were pure spirits, but cast them into hell, we can not expect 
anything better if we are disobedient. Those Angels who remained 
faithful to God, and did not allow themselves to be seduced into dis- 
obedience, are still with God in heaven, and they are supremely happy, 
and blessed ministers of God. The reason why we should rejoice 
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that there are Angels is because we know that they are our friends, 
Children, the dear Angels in heaven love us very much, and their 
greatest wish is that we may one day be with them in heaven. You 
want to go there, do you not, children? Why did God cast some of 
the Angels into hell? Never be disobedient to God, therefore, or else 
you will be punished in hell. What should you learn to do from the 
good Angels? To be obedient, do not forget this! If I ask you who 
are the Angels, you must answer: “ The Angels are pure spirits, 
ministers of God, and friends of man.” 

God has sent the Angels to men at different times. They had to 
tell man what God wished them to do. The Angels appeared in 
form of a beautiful youth, and proclaimed God’s orders. What was 
the Angel called who brought the message to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary that she would become the mother of the Son of God? And 
who appeared to the shepherds on the plains? And what did the 
Angel say? This Angel not only appeared to the shepherds. Listen 
to what happened. Many, many other Angels came. They all praised 
God and sang. The beautiful song which the Angels sang at the 
birth of Jesus—this you must learn out of love for the holy Angels, 
They sang: “ Glory to God in the highest! and peace on earth to men 
of good will.” I will repeat this for you several times. 

Alas! men went so far as to worship idols. They did not adore 
God any more. What is the fourth commandment, children? If 
we must honor our fathers and mothers, so much the more must we 
honor God who is our Father in heaven! Therefore, the Angels 
sang: “ Glory to God in the highest!’’ Do you wish, dear children, 
to do what the holy Angels want you to do—will you always honor 
God? Then take notice of what the Angels sang, secondly: “ Peace 
on earth to men of good will.” Always have a good will. Never 
will anything bad, only what God wills. And Jesus will help you to 
do this. Why did He come into the world? Always be good, will- 
ing, obedient children of God upon earth. This wili certainly bring 
you always peace, gladness, salvation, and blessing. And this is what 
you desire to obtain from God. What is the beautiful song called 
which the Angels sang at the birth of Christ? 

The Angels returned again to heaven. The good shepherds, how- 
ever, went to Bethlehem, and found the Infant Jesus in the manger, 
and Mary and Joseph beside it. They were full of joy, and praised 
and extolled God. 
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These shepherds must have been very upright, honest men ; neither 
gold nor silver gave them pleasure, but they rejoiced because the Son 
of God had come down from heaven upon earth, so that man might 
one day go to Him in heaven. What did the shepherds do when 
they found the Infant Jesus in the manger? The shepherds were 
full of joy, and they praised and extolled God. 

What glorious possessions, children, did we lose by sin? O re- 
joice, then, for the Son of God will help us to regain heaven; that is 
why He came from heaven upon earth, so that we might one day go 
to Him in heaven. Should we not be glad at this? What did we 
lose through the sin of our first parents? That is why we are so poor 
in everything that is good; we prefer to do wrong. But we must 
not be discouraged on that account, for who came down from 
heaven upon earth? Was the Son of God rich? He came into the 
world poor. He had no house, not even a cradle, where He could 
be laid. For love of us, children, Jesus came into the world poor, 
but He wishes to make us rich in all good gifts. And if through 
Him we become good men, and get to heaven one day, will that not 
be a matter for rejoicing? Be glad, then, with the shepherds and 
the Angels; praise and extol God. What should we do with the 
Angels and the shepherds? We should rejoice, and praise and extol 
God. This is what we should do, and this is what good men have 
always done. So that we may never forget to praise and extol God, 
we are reminded to do this thrice daily by the Angelus bell. Wher- 
ever you hear it, thank God, praise, and extol Him for having sent 
His Son down upon earth. You know how to say the Angelus? Let 
me hear it. 

We should rejoice especially, dear children, at Christmas time. 
What do good children receive, then, from their parents and friends? 
Why? Do you remember something about the little story I told you 
last time? Who can tell me? Shall I go on with the story, and tell 
you how little Joseph got along? Pay attention, then! 

Under the magnificent Christmas tree a beautiful little crib was 
placed in which the Infant Jesus was represented, just as Mary and 
Joseph and the good shepherds adored Him. At this crib several 
ciildren were kneeling beside their parents, and they sang that sweet 
Christmas hymn which I am sure you all know, beginning, Adeste 
fideles, “ Come, all ye faithful,” etc. After having sung this beautiful 
hymn, the devout family rose from their knees, and then for the first 
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time they noticed the strange boy, who approached shyly and offered 
his wood for sale. The father, suspecting that great want alone 
could have driven this poor boy out of his home so late at night, made 
some inquiries about his circumstances. Meanwhile, the children 
had gathered round the poor boy, and felt very sorry for him, as he 
told their father, with tears in his eyes, that his father was dead, and 
that they were in great want. 

“ Then I will buy up all your wood, so that you can go home,” said 
the mother, consolingly, and she took it from him, and went to fetch 
the money. At this kind reception, Joseph gained confidence, and 
was delighted. He looked around again at the lovely Christmas 
tree, and the crib, and at sight of them he could not refrain from say- 
ing aloud: “ How beautiful it is!’ I never saw anything so beautiful 
before.” The father asked him if he knew what it signified. “Oh, 
yes,” answered Joseph, “ that is the Infant Jesus; there is Mary and 
Joseph, and the good shepherds, with the Angels hovering in the air.” 
When Joseph was asked if he knew the story which was here repre- 
sented, he told them in a loud and clear voice the story of the birth 
of Christ. The parents and their children were very much pleased 
that Joseph knew his religion so well. It would be very nice if you 
too, children, could learn to tell that story. Will you do this? If you 
pay attention, you will find it easy enough. And to those who learn 
to say this little story first I will give a pretty picture representing 
the shepherds adoring Jesus. 


XXIV. 


THREE WIsE MEN FROM THE East, CALLED THE THREE KINGS, 
APPEARED BEFORE THE INFANT JESUS, AND OFFERED Him 
GOLD, FRANKINCENSE, AND MyrrH. 


You have found, dear children, by the story of the good shepherds, 
that even poor men, if they are good and upright, can be very happy 
and contented, for God loves them, and provides many joys for 
them. God loves the rich and mighty people, too, when they are 
pious and good, and especially when they are merciful and humble, 
and give gladly of their abundance and wealth to the poor and needy ; 
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then these rich people are very agreeable to God, and God provides 
many pleasures for them, too. To-day, dear children, I will speak to 
you about three pious, noble men who came to the Infant Jesus. 

Look at this picture! You notice three men in handsome, costly 
garments. Each one has a crown upon his brow. High in the 
heavens there is a most beautiful, bright star. And below you see 
houses which represent the town of Bethlehem, where the Infant 
Jesus was. Shall I tell you the story which this picture represents ? 
It is very beautiful and wonderful, so pay attention. 

At the time that Jesus came into the world, there lived in the East 
three men who were very pious and good. They had a great many 
subjects, and they came of a noble race. That is why they are called 
the three holy kings, or three wise men of the East. To them there 
appeared a wonderfully bright star in the heavens, which they had 
never seen before. They wondered what this star meant. God gave 
them to understand that this star signified that the Redeemer or 
Saviour had now come into the world. They started out and took with 
them the most precious things they possessed as an offering to the 
Saviour whom they wished to adore. On the journey they followed 
the star, and it led them to the country of the Jews, where the child 
Jesus was. Now, children, when I ask, “ Who led the three kings 
to the Infant Jesus?” you must answer, “A beautiful bright star 
appeared in the heavens, and guided the three wise kings there.” 
I will repeat this to you several times. Now, hear what the star did. 

The star guided the three kings first of all to Jerusalem, which was 
the capital of Judea. Here Herod, the king of the Jews, lived. They 
asked him: “ Where is the new-born king of the Jews? We have 
seen His star in the East, and we have come to adore Him.” But in 
Jerusalem no one knew anything about the birth of the Redeemer. 
They only knew that many, many years ago God had revealed to a 
pious man that the Redeemer would be born at Bethlehem. The three 
kings accordingly took the road to Bethlehem. Just as they were leav- 
ing the city of Jerusalem they saw the star in the heavens again, which 
stood directly over the way which led to Bethlehem, and they were 
filled with gladness. They followed the star, and all at once it stood 
still over a place, and in this place, children, over which the star stood 
motionless, there was the Infant Jesus. What happened to the star 
when it arrived at the place where the Infant was? The star stood 
still over the place where.the Infant was. Repeat this again. 
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They entered into the place and found to their greatest joy the 
Infant Jesus, with Mary and Joseph. Although everything looked 
very poor, they believed that this Infant was the Redeemer of man- 
kind, and they knelt before the Infant and presented Him with gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. What did the three kings do when the 
star stood still? They went in with joy, and knelt down before the 
Infant, and presented Him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. [ 
will repeat this to you several times. 

How good God is, dear children, to good men. He sends an Angel 
to the good shepherds to bring them the glad tidings that the Re- 
deemer of the world has arrived. Through a star He leads the three 
kings to the Redeemer. Is this not wonderful? Now, I will explain 
to you what the presents mean which the three kings brought to the 
Infant Jesus. Do you see this yellow piece of money? This is a 
gold piece, children! Gold is the most valuable of all the pieces of 
money. If I have this gold piece changed I shall get a number of 
small silver coins for it. They presented, therefore, to the Infant 
Jesus, the very best metal that is used to make money. Why was 
this, dear children? Jesus is the Most High Lord of the world ; there- 
fore the very best belongs to Him. 

Look at these yellowish particles. Children, this is incense. If 
incense is placed upon fire it makes a smoke which has a most agree- 


able smell. You have, of course, seen this in church. The altar boy 


holds up to the priest the censer, which contains some glowing 
embers. When the priest strews the incense upon the embers, the 
smoke rises up to heaven, and the whole church is filled with an agree- 
able odor. As incense is the most precious perfume, man offers it to 
God alone as a sacrifice. Now, children, why did the three kings 
offer it to the Infant Jesus? Who is Jesus Christ? He is the Son of 
God, even God Himself. To Him, therefore, this is a becoming 
sacrifice. I can not show you any myrrh, children, but I will explain 
all about it to you. Myrrh is the sap of a tree. When man dies, his 
body decomposes. That is why he is laid in the grave. If we wish 
to preserve dead bodies, so as to prevent them from decomposing, we 
take myrrh, and with that dead bodies are embalmed, so that they 
may not decompose. Dear children, why did the three kings offer 
myrrh to Jesus? Jesus is not only God, He is also man. He hada 
human body, and a soul. He died for us, as you will hear later, but 
His body did not decompose as ours does. This was indicated by 
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this offering. After the three kings had adored the Infant Jesus, 
and presented their offerings to Him, they returned to their home in 
the East. 

Dear children, the three kings laid as an offering at the feet of 
Jesus the most precious things which this earth produces—gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. If any one were to say to you, “ Children, 
the Infant Jesus is in this or that house,’ would you not go there to 
see Him? And because Jesus came into the world so poor, would 
you not gladly make Him a present of something? 

The Infant Jesus is no longer visible among us; for after Jesus 
redeemed mankind, He returned again to heaven. But Jesus knows 
all about us; He loves us, He cares for us, and looks down especially 
upon good children with the greatest pleasure. Now, children, if you 
had anything which would please the Infant Jesus, would you not 
gladly make him a present of it? Each one of you has something 
which would give the Infant Jesus much pleasure. Of course, you 
have neither gold, nor frankincense, nor myrrh. What do you think 
you could give to the Infant Jesus which would please Him more than 
all the gold in the world? Children, it is your heart. Yes, a heart 
that 1s clean and pure as gold is dearer to Jesus than all the gold in 
the world. What can we, then, give to Jesus which is dearer to Him 
than all the gold in the world? Will you give this offering to the 
Infant Jesus? Now, I will teach you what you must do if you wish 
to give your heart to Jesus. 

Love dwells in the heart, dear children. If, then, you love Jesus 
with all your heart, and do good for love of Him, you must give your 
heart to the Infant Jesus. How can we give our heart to the Infant 
Jesus. By loving Jesus with all our heart, and doing good for the 
love of Him. 

Children, give your hearts to the Infant Jesus, and promise Him 
that you will love Him with all your heart, and do good for the love 
of Him. You will promise this, will you not? But, children, some- 
times our hearts love that which is wrong, and we desire to do it. 
Should we obey our heart, and do wrong? O not for worlds! Because 
those who do wrong because their heart wishes it, take their heart 
away from the Infant Jesus, and do you not know to whom they give 
it? Who tempted our first parents? The evil spirit wishes to tempt 
us, too. He excites our hearts to evil, and if we obey him we give our 
hearts to the devil, which is fearful to think of. And you would not 
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wish to do this? Promise Jesus, therefore, every day anew, that you 
will love Him, and only desire and do that which is good. Now, 
before I tell you the last of the little story about that poor boy, you 
must tell me all about the good shepherds about whom poor little 
Joseph knew so well how to relate. And now, listen to what further 
happened. 

After the boy had finished his story the father, who was well pleased 
with the boy’s sincere honesty, said: “ I am very glad to find that you 
are so well instructed. Love Jesus always, as the good shepherds did, 
and you will never be without peace, happiness, and blessing!” The 
mother paid him well for the wood, and gave him besides a large 
piece of meat, saying: “ Take this to your mother, so that you may 
have a good dinner to-morrow.” The father gave him a couple of 
crisp bills out of his pocket, and said: “ Take this home with you; 
your mother will be able to make good use of it, and I want you to 
pray for me and mine.” The proverb says, “Like parents, like 
children.” Here was an instance of it, for without being asked to do 
so each of the children gave the poor boy a little present which they 
had just received for Christmas. 

After thanking them all over and over again, Joseph started for 
home with his presents. As soon as he had left the little village and 
reached the open country, he looked up to heaven where so many 
thousands of stars were shining, and his heart overflowed with 
gratitude. 

On reaching home, where his mother and sister anxiously awaited 
him, he was received with many joyful exclamations. Joseph related 
everything that had befallen him, and when he laid the beautiful 
presents on the table, and little Rosa saw the apples and nuts, she 
cried out, joyfully: “ The Infant Jesus must have given you these!” 
Then the mother said: “ Let us thank the Infant Jesus who moved 
the hearts of those good people to take pity upon us in our want, but 
above all things let us thank Jesus that He came into the world for 
love of us, to help us to gain heaven, which without Him would have 
remained closed to us for all eternity!’ Mother and children knelt 
down, and thanked God with grateful hearts. 

Children, you, too, must love Jesus with all your hearts. Pray to 
Him and thank Him for all the good, and especially if you should 
ever be in want or misery do not forget Jesus. He will certainly help 
you as He helped these poor people. Will you promise me this? 
God grant you the grace to keep your promise! 
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XXV. 


THE CHILD Jesus THE Most BEAUTIFUL EXAMPLE FOR CHILDREN. 
Jesus THE Most Pious CHILD IN THE Wor~p. 


Dear children! God gave men to understand that Jesus was the 
divine child by the appearance of an Angel at His birth. God 
still further honored His Son by a star in the heavens. Men offered 
Him the most precious gifts. They gave Him gold as to the most 
high Lord, frankincense as to their God, and myrrh because He 
was our Saviour and Redeemer, who died upon the cross for mankind. 
Jesus Himself proved to men that He was more than man; that He 
was the Son of God, even God Himself. And this was revealed by 
Jesus more and more beautifully and distinctly. 

Children, what happens when the sun sets? And what when it 
rises again? Now, I want you to take notice of this. The sun does 
not set and rise in a moment, but quite slowly. In the early morning, 
before the sun rises, first comes the dawn and then the daylight. It 
becomes light, a glow appears in the heavens toward morning, but 
the sun is not yet seen. Later, when the day has begun, we can see 
the sun rise. You have all seen the beautiful sun in the heavens. 
Dear children, as the sun appears by degrees, and is visible to man, 
so did Jesus reveal Himself gradually, not all at once; it became 
more evident and plainer to men that He was the Son of God. 

Whilst Jesus was a child, very few people knew that He was the 
Son of God; but Jesus grew up to be a youth, and when He was 
twelve years of age something took place which should interest 
children especially, and I will speak to you about it to-day. 

Children, you all wish that God should love you very much, and 
that you may go to Him in heaven one day. Now, listen. What is 
the first quality which you must possess. You must, above all things, 
be pious children. What must you be? I will now explain to you 
what the child must do of whom we may be able to say, “ That is a 
truly pious child.” 

I heard a mother say to her two children one day : “ Children, hurry 
up, or you will be late for church.” The children hurried away, and 
before they reached the church they met a man with a cage full of 
birds. Then the children said to one another: “ We won’t go to 
church, but we will look at these birds instead.” And they did so. 
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Were these pious children? Why not? Where does a pious child 
like especially to go? A pious child must like to go to church. Now, 
remember this! The child who does not like to go to church is nota 
pious child. 

But there are children who go to church and yet they are not pious. 
Listen to this: A teacher once took a boy out of his seat in church, 
and made him kneel in the middle aisle. This was a great disgrace 
for the boy, and he cried, and was ashamed to lift up his head, and 
when he got home his father whipped him besides. Children, what 
do you think that boy had been doing? He had talked, laughed, and 
turned round and disturbed the other children in their devotions. 
May we do this in church? Why do we go to church? What must 
we do there? Pray devoutly. Now, pay attention to this. If you 
wish fo be pious children, you must pray devoutly. 

I once saw a well-dressed man enter a church. He looked all 
around, sat down for a few moments, and then went out again. Did 
this man pray devoutly? Certainly not. Can you, then, see whether 
any one prays devoutly or not? Yes, indeed; devotion can not be 
hidden. What do pious people do with their hands when they pray? 
They fold their hands together. Now those who do not kneel down 
properly, and fold their hands in church, but who are inattentive and 
restless, such people are not pious. These people do not care to go to 
church, and when they do go once in a while they do not stay very 
long. They do not feel comfortable in church, because they are not 
pious. 

So that all Christians, and especially the children, may have a 
model before their eyes as to how they should behave in church, 
the pictures of Angels are placed on the altars in our churches. Have 
you ever seen these? I will now explain to you the beautiful mean- 
ing of this. Some of these Angels are represented as if they were 
descending and ascending into heaven. When you see these pictures 
you should make the resolution to obey God as gladly as the Angels 
do, and always to do the will of God. Other Angels are represented 
adoring God. Some are lifting up their hands, others again have 
them crossed upon their breast, others adore God with outstretched 
arms; all of them bend the knee before God. Look frequently at 
these images, and then be as devout in church as these Angels are 
before the throne of God. You will be reminded to do this every time 
you look at the image of these praying Angels. What should a pious 
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child imitate in the Angels? To be as devout as an angel before the 
throne of God. Yes, dear children, always be devout in church, and 
when you die you will join the holy Angels in heaven, there to adore 
God for all eternity. What, then, must that child do of whom we 
can say, “ That is a pious child”? A pious child should like to go 
to church, should pray devoutly, with folded hands, and be filled with 
devotion like an Angel before the throne of God. Such a pious child 
was the child Jesus. Now listen to the story of the twelve-year-old 
Jesus. 

The little Jesus, because He was the Son of God, was the most 
pious child in the world. When He was twelve years old, His 
parents took Him to the Temple. It was along way to go. But He 
was very glad to go. You can well imagine that on the way He was 
quiet and modest, and so devout in the Temple that all the good, pious 
people were delighted thereat. 

On the way home, however, His parents noticed all at once that 
He was no longer with them. They searched for Him for three long 
days. At last they found Him in the Temple. His mother said: 
“ Son, why hast thou done this unto us? Behold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing.” But He answered, kindly: “ Did 
ye not know that I must be about my Father’s business?” He was 
so glad to be in His Father’s house; His greatest happiness was to 
do the will of God. And He grew in age, and in wisdom and grace 
before God and men. 

This little story is so beautiful, and especially important for chil- 
dren, that I want you, dear children, to learn it, so that you, too, 
may become pious children like the child Jesus. Will you do this? 
I will first divide it into several short questions. 

What kind of child was the little Jesus? The child Jesus was the 
most pious child upon earth. What happened when He was twelve 
years old? When He was twelve years old His parents took Him 
into the Temple. How was the way to the Temple? It was a long 
way there. Did Jesus go willingly or unwillingly? He was very 
glad to go with them. How should we imagine Jesus behaved on 
the way there? On the way He was quiet and modest. What did 
He do in the Temple? He was so devout in the Temple that all the 
good pious people were delighted. 

What did His parents notice all at once on the way home? On the 
way home, His parents noticed all at once that He was no longer with 
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them. What did they do then? They searched for Him for three 
long days. Did they find Him? At last they found Him in the 
Temple. What did Mary, His mother, say then? His mother said: 
“Son, why hast thou done this unto us. Behold, thy father and I 
have sought thee sorrowing.” What answer did Jesus make? He 
said, kindly: “ Did ye not know that I must be about my Father’s 
business?’ What should we understand by this answer? How 
glad He was to be in His Father’s house. What was His greatest 
happiness? His greatest happiness was to do the will of God. As 
Jesus grew in years, what else did He become? As He grew in 
years, so did He increase in wisdom and grace before God and men. 

Now we will divide the whole into three parts, and I will ask you 
three questions. What happened when Jesus was twelve years old? 
What did His parents notice on the way home? What do we under- 
stand by Jesus’ answer? And now who can relate the story of the 
twelve-year-old child Jesus? Children, now I will tell you something 
about the Temple, where Jesus went as a twelve-year-old boy. This 
Temple was a beautiful large church in the land where Jesus lived. 
Children, you have often been to church? You did not have very far 
to go, but the child Jesus had to go a long and difficult way. Because 
the little town of Nazareth, where Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lived, was 
many days’ journey from the city of Jerusalem where the Temple 
was, and to make a journey of several days on foot is very hard for. 
a twelve-year-old boy. 

You will want to know how it was that Mary and Joseph lost the 
child Jesus. You must have often walked in a procession? Who 
walks first? Yes, the boys, then come the young and old men; after 
these come the girls; then the young and old women. And so it is, 
as a rule, with all pilgrimages: the young people walk together and 
pray, and so do the old people. This is how it was on this journey 
to Jerusalem. His parents thought that Jesus was returning with 
the young people of their acquaintance. But when they did not find 
the child when they rested for the night, they began to look for Him. 
Now, dear children, you must take particular notice of the answer 
which Jesus gave His mother. What did He say? He said: “ Did 
ye not know that I must be about my Father’s business? ’’ Where 
had He been? To whom did this Temple belong? Whose Son did 
He call Himself? Who is His Father? Now, pay attention. Jesus 
is the Son of God, as He said Himself in the Temple which was His 
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Father’s house. And now, dear children, I have one request to make 
of you. Be as pious as the child Jesus was. Go gladly to church; 
pray always very devoutly, and when you pray fold your hands 
together, and be as devout as an Angel before the throne of God! 
Will you promise me this? You say “ yes,” but will you keep your 
promise? And now, perhaps, some of you will say the closing 
prayers without attention, with distractions, and without folding your 
hands together. O children, if I only knew how to make such bad 
children pious! I can only exhort you, beg of you, and, if 
necessary, punish you, and if then you do not obey, you 
will remain bad. Who can make the most wicked children 
good? We will pray to God for this, and when you say the 
“Our Father” for sinners, think particularly of those bad 
children among you; and so that God may grant our petition 
and make them good, we will take refuge with the Mother of 
God, and ask her to help us pray to Jesus, her Son. After saying the 
“Our Father,” you should repeat three times: ‘‘ Refuge of sinners, 
pray for us.” What should you add to the “Our Father,” and say 
it three times? Mary is the Mother of Jesus, and she sought three 
days sorrowfully for the child Jesus, until she found Him. Children, 
Mary is our mother, too. It would cause her the greatest sorrow 
if any of us should be lost. We must, then, have the greatest confi- 
dence that she will pray unceasingly for wicked people before the 
throne of God, and that God will give them the grace of conversion, 
that they may become good men again. 


XXVI. 


THE CHILD Jesus Was DILIGENT AND ZEALOUS IN ALL THAT Was 
Goop. His Greatest Joy Was THE Worn oF Gop. 


Dear children, it is customary for the children to undergo an ex- 
amination at the end of the school year. You will have to undergo 
an examination of this sort. The principals and teachers, parents 
and friends assemble to take part in it. Those children who 
shall be able to answer the questions asked satisfactorily, will be 
commended for their diligence, but those who can not answer cor- 
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rectly because they were not attentive in school, and were lazy at 
learning, will be reprimanded, and they will not be promoted. The 
diligent children who study well are glad at the examination; the 
lazy ones, however, are troubled and afraid because they know that 
they will get a failure. So that none of you may fare badly at the 
examination, what must you do all the year round? Yes, you must 
be very diligent, children; and now I will tell you what a child must 
do who wishes to be in reality a diligent child. 

Are those children diligent who pay no attention in school, who 
do not learn, talk, laugh, and are ill-behaved generally? Avoid all 
this, then, and learn willingly in school. This is the first thing a child 
must do who wishes to be diligent. What must a diligent child do 
at school? A diligent child must learn willingly. 

Children, it ought to be your greatest delight to learn willingly, 
for studying will make you every day wiser, and it is of the greatest 
importance, as you will presently see. Are you not pleased to hear 
a story? The stories which I tell you are taken mostly from books 
which I read first, and then I relate them to you. Now, if I could not 
read, should I be able to tell you these little stories? Where do we 
learn to read? Now, study diligently, so that you may soon know © 
how to read, then you will be able to provide for yourselves many a 
pleasant hour in your lives by reading interesting books. What do 
we do with the pen? Do you wish to learn how to write? To be 
able to write is very good and useful. When you grow up, you will 
not always be able to stay at home; many of you will, perhaps, have 
to go many miles from home. If you should want anything, or 
desire to ask your parents something, you would be unable to go 
home and make your request. But if you have learned how to write, 
you can take a sheet of note-paper and write a letter to your parents 
which will soon reach them. Is this not very useful? Take pains, 
therefore, that you may learn how to write. 

How many fingers have I on this hand? and on this? and on both 
hands? Well, you know how to count already. Now, pay attention 
when you are learning arithmetic, for it is a good and useful thing 
when children can figure well. And there are, dear children, many 
things which you will have to learn in your youth. Will you be 
good, diligent children? 

Children, what good and useful arrangement has God made for our 
bodies? Did God give us eyes, ears, mouth, hands, and feet that we 
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should do wrong with them? Unfortunate, then, are children who 
misuse these beautiful gifts of God; who, when there is anything 
bad to be seen, are all curiosity. They even run there eagerly, 
laughing and shouting. Not long ago I heard a great noise of many 
children’s voices. When I looked around for the cause, I saw to my 
distress that a crowd of children were running after a drunken man. 
They teased him, and then he swore horribly. They were delighted, 
and clapped their hands. Were these children zealous for good or 
bad? If a man had passed through the streets praying devoutly 
aloud, these bad children would not certainly have taken the trouble 
to follow him and be glad at his piety. Children, keep away from 
everything that is bad! Those children who are zealous for that 
which is wrong are not good, diligent children, but they are idle and 
deficient in everything good. In what must a child’s zeal consist if we 
would say, “ That is a diligent child”? Jt must be zealous in every- 
thing that is good. Be, therefore, good, diligent children! 

I come so often to you in Sunday-school. Of whom do I speak 
and teach you about always? This instruction is called, therefore, 
the Word of God. For the words which I speak to you are not my 
words: they are God’s words. God has spoken to men from time to 
time. He has told them what they must believe and do, and I an- 
nounce these words to you again. If God had not spoken to men, 
if He had not told them who He was, and what was His will that they 
should do, then we would know little, perhaps nothing, of God, and 
that would be very sad indeed, would it not? Without the Word of 
God men would have certainly become more and more wicked, and 
how does God punish the wicked? Dear children, you will never 
suffer this punishment if you listen attentively to the Word of God, 
and if you obey what is said to you. Will you do this? 

You have all said “ yes,” but I am sorry to say that I have already 
found out that many of you do not mean it, because when I have 
spoken to you about God I have noticed that some of you are very 
inattentive, and take no interest in what I am saying. It makes 
me feel sad, that you are not all diligent children. In what should a 
diligent child take the greatest pleasure? Jt should take the greatest 
pleasure in the Word of God. It must be a great pleasure to you. 
Of what use is it if a man is very learned, and knows the name of 
everything in creation, and knows nothing about God? If he does 
not know what he must do to be a real good man in this world, so as 
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to go after death to God in heaven? Take, therefore, the greatest 
pleasure in the Word of God! Now, who can tell me what a child 
should do to be called diligent ? 

Dear children, in this, too, the child Jesus has given you the most 
beautiful example. Now pay great attention to what I am going to tell 
you about Him, so that you may be able to repeat it to me afterwards! 

The child Jesus was diligent and zealous in all that was good. 
He took the greatest pleasure in the Word of God. He went daily to 
the temple. On His way to and from the temple He was a model for 
every child by His retirement and modesty. In church He remained 
so long in prayer, and prayed so devoutly, that everybody was edified, 
and the people said to one another: “ O how devoutly and diligently 
the child Jesus prays!” In the church He sat among the teachers. 
He listened to them attentively. He asked them questions, and gave 
them the right answers to their questions. Teachers and people 
alike were astonished at His wisdom, for they did not know that He 
was the Son of God. 

I will divide all this into several questions. The child Jesus was 
not only pious, what else was He? The child Jesus was diligent and 
cealous in all that was good. In what did He take the greatest 
pleasure? He took the greatest pleasure in the Word of God. How 
often did He go to church? He went to church daily. How did 
He behave on the way there? He was so retired and modest that He 
was a model for all children. How did He pray in church? In 
church He prayed so much and so devoutly that everybody was 
edified. What did the people say to one another? ‘‘ O how devoutly 
and diligently the child Jesus prays! ’’ Where did He sit in church? 
In church He sat among the teachers. What did He do among the 
teachers? He listened to them attentively, and questioned them. 
When the teachers asked Him a question, what kind of answer did 
He always give them? He gave the right answer to every one of 
their questions. Did this not astonish the teachers and people? 
The teachers and people were astonished at His wisdom, for they 
did not know that He was the Son of God. Who can recite this all 
nicely to me? 

So that you may be convinced of how necessary it is to take the 
greatest pleasure in the Word of God, to hear it gladly, and to obey 
it, I will tell you another little story. 

The children of a well-to-do man lived with their mother in the 
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country. The father, however, on account of his business, was 
obliged to remain in the city. The mother frequently spoke to the 
children of their father’s goodness and kindness, which it always 
delighted the children to hear about. 

From time to time the father sent a messenger to them with all 
kinds of beautiful presents, and he told them how much their father 
loved them all, and that he would soon send for them to join him 
in the city, where they would remain with him always, and enjoy 
themselves very much. “ But this could only take place,” the mes- 
senger said, “if they were very good and pious children.” He 
warned them to be very careful of a man who lived in their neighbor- 
hood, and who was an enemy of their father and of his children. 
The children promised faithfully to be very good, and to obey his 
words. 

One day they were all playing in the garden, when a beautiful 
butterfly flew past. Its colors were so gorgeous that the children 
thought they had never seer anything so lovely in their lives before. 
“T must catch it,” said the eldest boy, and he took off his hat 
and tried to catch it. The butterfly, however, flew from flower to 
flower without his being able to catch it, and finally it flew away over 
the garden gate. Their mother had forbidden the children, as the 
father’s messenger had also done, to go outside the garden walls, that 
they might not fall into the hands of that bad man. The boy had 
forgotten all about this warning, in chasing the butterfly. 
Farther and farther flew the butterfly, the boy in pursuit all 
the time. Suddenly there sprang out of the bushes a wild-looking 
man, who caught the boy by the arm, gagged him, and led him into 
the forest, where he was obliged to serve him, and was abused and 
maltreated. 

While he was enduring so many cruelties in his bondage, there 
arrived one day a magnificent coach to fetch the mother and children, 
and take them to the father in the city. What a joy and pleasure it 
was to see the father, and to be able to live with him. The unfortu- 
nate boy, who, through his disobedience, had fallen into the hands of 
that bad man, was unfortunately not able to go to the father, but had 
to suffer in his misery, because the bad man would not release him. 
Why, children, did this misfortune happen to this boy? Be careful 
that the same does not happen to you! Have we not, all of us, the best 
and kindest of fathers, and where does this Father dwell? Has not 
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your mother often spoken to you about your Father in heaven? He 
has sent you a messenger, too: I am he; for He has sent me to you to 
tell you what you should do. I must warn you particularly of a bad 
enemy—of the devil—who wishes to get you in his power, and to 
make you miserable for all eternity. Do you wish to be as unfortu- 
nate as this boy was? Take warning, then, and listen to the Word 
of God, which I announce to you, with the greatest pleasure, and obey 
it. Then, if you areQgood children, our Father in heaven will take 
you out of this life one day, and you shall go to Him in heaven, and 
dwell with Him in everlasting happiness. But those who do not like 
to hear the Word of God, and to obey it, into whose hands will they 
fall? And where will the devil lead them? Will they never be able 
to leave hell again? Take notice, then, that “ Blessed are they who 
- hear the Word of God and obey it; but wretched forever are the 
damned who would not hear and obey it.” 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON XXIII. 


76. To whom was the birth of Jesus first announced? The birth of Jesus 

was announced first to the good shepherds on the plains. 
Who are the Angels? The Angels are pure spirits, ministers of God, 

and friends of man. 

78. What beautiful song did the Angels sing at the birth of Jesus? They 
sang: “Glory to God in the highest! Peace on earth to men of good will.” 

79. What did the shepherds do when they found the Infant Jesus in the 
manger? The shepherds were full of joy, and praised and extolled God. 

80. Should we do as the shepherds and Angels did? Yes, we should 
rejoice, too, and praise and extol God. 


LESSON XXIV. 

81. Who guided the three wise Kings to the Infant Jesus? A beautiful 
bright star led the three Kings there. 

82. What happened to the star when it came to the place where Jesus was? 
Over the place where Jesus was the star stood still. 

83. What did the three Kings do then? They went in rejoicing, and knelt 
down before the Infant, and offered him gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

84. What should we give to the Infant Jesus which is dearer to Him than 
all the gold in the world? A heart that is clean and pure as gold is dearer to 
Jesus than all the gold in the world. 

85. How can we give our hearts to the Infant Jesus? By loving Jesus with 


all our hearts. 
LESSON XXV. 

86. You wish to be good, pious children. Now what should a pious child 
do? A pious child should like to go to church, should pray devoutly, fold its 
hands, and be as devout as an Angel before the throne of God. 

87. Who was a pious child like this? The Infant Jesus was. (Example.) 


LESSON XXVI. 


88. What should a diligent child do? A diligent child should learn wil- 


lingly, be zealous in everything good, and take the greatest pleasure in the 
Word of God. 
89. Who was a diligent child like this? The Infant Jesus was. (Example.) 





